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INTEODUCTIOK 



The following pages are designed to furnish a brief 
but comprehensive manual on the Inspiration of the 
Scriptures. That such a book is wanted seems to be 
generally felt. The treatises which have appeared 
are for the most part so larjge and so learned that 
they are necessarily beyond the reach' of the mass of 

^ ', . - % \ 

readers : or they take up but a portion of the subject : 
or, again, they are interwoven in matter which re- 
lates to other branches of religious truth. There is 
still room for a volume which shall handle the sub- 
ject within moderate limits and in a popular style. 
The present attempt is made with the hope of filling 
that room. 

It must surely be of the greatest importance that 
the many persons who are capable of an intelligent 
consideration of the matter, should have within their 
reach a book which, by bringing together some of the 
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opinions, proofo, and objections, wHcli connect them- 
selves with the study of the Inspiration of the Bible, 
should present such a view of the whole question as 
may inform their minds, and, by Ood's blessing, 
establish their hearts. 

At the same time, I cannot but feel the solemn 
responsibility of publishing such a treatise as the 
present. When so many good and thoughtful men 
confess that the subject is surrounded with difficidty ; 
when such different opinions have been entertained, 
and such various conclusions arrived at, even by 
those who admit Inspiration, and bow with reverence 
to the authority of the Bible ; when, too, volumes of 
so much depth, learning, and extent, have been 
written to establish some particular views ; it may 
appear presumptuous to send forth so small a book 
to discuss so vast a subject. There does not, how- 
ever, seem any necessity to shrink fix>m doing so. 
comi^ntary^ Dr. Owcu's words encourago me: "The opposition 
made to every truth is so various, and from so many 
hands, that not the least contribution of evidence 
unto it can be neglected with safety." Humble, 
therefore, as my contribution may be, it is given 
under the sincere conviction that no effort for Ood's 
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glory and the establishment of His truth is unworthy 
of being made. Error and blasphemy, uncertainty 
and doubt, prevail in many quarters, and threaten to 
make farther advances. If it please God to use this 
effort to check their growth and decrease their in- 
fluence, even in a small degree, I shall indeed be 
thankful. 

Beside its pro&t to the general reader, it is hoped 
that a treatise of this kind will be found useful 
to the younger brethren in the ministry, to candi- 
dates for that holy office, and to those of the laity 
whose occupation leads them to visit from house to 
house as Scripture Eeaders or City Missionaries. For 
these classes especially some amoimt of information 
is necessary as to the theories and proofs of Inspi- 
ration, and the way in which difficulties and objec- 
tions may be met. Those also who are more directly 
engaged in the education of the young will find here 
a summary of what it is important, — perhaps one 
may say, necessary, — ^to teach on a subject in which 
every professing Christian should feel a lively interest. 

The volume makes very little, if any, claim to 
originality. Having formed certain conclusions, I 
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have endeavoured to state them simply aiid plainly. 
Quotations are freely given, in the notes, from the 
works of other writers : as such passages not only 
serve to illustrate the text, but also form an agreeable 
addition to the book. I would, however, state that 
I do not necessarily identify myself with the general 
tone of any writer by extracting a particular pas- 
sage from his writings. Controversy, as such, has 
been avoided, and if one or two remarks seem to be 
of a controversial tone, this is only for the sake of 
truth and caution. 

My work is dedicated to the glory of God in His 
cause of divine truth. It goes forth with the earnest 
prayer that His Spirit may use it as the means of 
r leadiQg some, and more £rmly attaching others, to 
the conclusion so well expressed by Bengel : " That 
which is written ought we to hold fast, that alone, 
that entire : and so to keep it as it is made known.''* 



* *^ Quod scriptum est, id solum, id omne, tenere ; et, ut 
ostenditUTf ita observare debemus." — Gnomf in Apoe, i. 1. 
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CHAPTER I 

In the prayer which the Lord Jesus offered just 

before His crucifixion, and which is recorded in 

the seventeenth chapter of St. John's Gospel, Joii» x^"- 1 '• 

we find these words addressed to God, "Thy 

word is truth." 

This expression, "Thy word," which occurs '"^^y^J^"^''^^^" 
again in the chapter, must be taken to signify 
the declaration of the truth of the living God, 
the utterance of His revealed will, published 
by any person or persons specially enabled to 
make known the things of God. Concerning 
this it is asserted, "Thy word is truth." To 
the question, " What is truth 1 " the highest 
reply we can give is, "The word of God." 
Whatever it announces, whatever it contains 
as its subject, whatever it reveals, however 
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2 WHAT IS TRUTH ? 

high, or vast, or stupendous, may be, ought to 
be, must be, received as true. The truth in 
relation to divine and supernatural things finds 
its embodiment in the word of God. Genuine 
words, sincerely uttered, are but thoughts in 
another shape ; they are the workings of the 
mind manifesting themselves outwardly to all 
who care to be observers. The Word of God, 
then, must needs be the truth, for it is the 
expression of the Divine mind, which is itself 
the Truth. 

^^now?^^*'*^^® Can the assertion of the Lord Jesus, "Thy 
word is truth," be applied to any special object 
now ? As an abstract statement, it stands and 
ever will stand : the Word of God is and must 
be truth. The question is, what may be called 
the Word of God ? Now that Jesus is gone 
from earth and does not speak HimseK, so as 
to "give unto us the words which the Father 

John xvii. 8. gave to Him," to what can His saying apply ? 
What may we "keep" as the Divine Word? 
What, if anything, may we regard as "truth" — 
" sanctifying truth ?" 

To the Bible? One claimant presents itself for this distinc- 
tion. The Bible, including the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testaments, demands to be 
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thus regarded. A record of events and par- 
ticulars full of interest, it asks to be con- 
sidered an inspired record, so that its contents 
may be looked upon as not only interesting, 
but important. Can it make good its claim to 
inspiration ? 

The question is of vast consequence. These ^e^utr?^ 
are days of agitation and ferment in the world, 
— in the mental world, as well as that of 
politics and commerce. Among the many 
vexed questions of the times, few are more 
mooted than this — ^the Inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures. Some would reject it altogether : some 
admit it only partially : some hardly know 
what to think, what to believe. There can be 
nothing of greater moment than a right con- 
clusion on the merits of this question. A 
volimie is before us which claims to be from 
God, — which deals with the most serious con- 
cerns, — ^which professes to impart the secret of 
life and eternal joy. Surely it becomes all who 
have access to this volume to enquire into the 
grounds on which its claim rests, with a view 
either to removing their doubts, or strengthening 
their belief. The advocates of the Inspiration of 
the Scriptures need not fear enquiry. On this, 
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as on other religious subjects, there is enough to 
convince, if the arguments be duly weighed * 
For many centuries certain writings have passed 
as, in ^a peculiar sense, the Word of God. Jews 
have kept some of those writings with a jealous 
care.-f' Christians have received the Jewish de- 
posit, and have guarded it, with some subsequent 
additions, as jealously as those from whom it 
came. { Israel and Christendom, the Church be- 

♦ " What religion, then, ha8 to fear is not the most search- 
ing criticism of the contents of Scripture ; not any fundamental 
inquiry into the laws of physical phenomena ; not the fullest 
examination of every vestige upon the field of nature left by 
the footsteps of time : — her true source of alarm is the danger 
to their faith which those persons must encounter who content 
themselves with superficial information, or partial knowledge." 
— Zes p. 421. 

t " It is clear indeed what trust we repose in our sacred 
writings ; for, although so many ages have now passed away, 
nu man has dared to add, or take from, or alter anything in 
them. Indeed it is implanted in all Jews from their very 
birth, to esteem these writings as the ordinances of God, and 
to stand fast by them ; and in defence of them, if need be, 
cheerfully to die." — Josephus against Apian. Book i., chap. viii. 

X The following quotations serve to illustrate the universal 
com/ent of the Christian Church to the Doctrine of the Inspi- 
ration of the Scriptures, 

" It is a (Common and a just remark of Christian writers, 
from the earliest times, that amid the various contests in which 
the Church has h&d to engage with the different forms of 
heresy, both sides have appealed to the divine authority of 
the Bible." 

** The absence of dogmatic teaching on this question, during 
the fii*8t fifteen centuries of the Church, affords a clear ilius- 
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fore, and the Church since, the publication of 
the Gospel, has looked upon these Scriptures as 
the Word of God : and, as it held the sacred 
gift, has been wont to gaze on it, and then look- 
ing up to God, to say, " Thy Word is Truth." 
Is this a delusion ? Were writers of what we 
should call pamphlets and tracts, living and 
composing at intervals through sixteen centuries, 
able to keep up with success the amazing system 
of thus operating on mankind ? Were numerous 
generations of Jews most grievously cheated by 
a few designing or enthusiastic men ; so cheated 
as mentally — not to say spiritually — ^to admit 
the claim of their productions to be divine? 
Has the universal Church, since Pentecost, A.D. 

tration of the harmony of opinion which prevailed respecting 
it : while the unhappy distractions of modem times sufficiently 
account for the want of any authoritative decision, since the 
sacred precincts have heen invaded. This ahsence, however, 
of recognized theory or system serves to exhibit, in bolder 
relief, how profoundly incorporated with the Christian con- 
sciousness of those times was the belief in the inspiration of 
Scripture ; and undesignedly represents its depth, its fervour, 
and its source." 

'* This belief (as to the nature and value of th6 sacred docu- 
ments committed to their charge], was no merely speculative 
trust ; nor did it rest upon some general feeling that the writ- 
ings which taught the doctrine of revealed religion were de- 
serving of reverence : — their conviction of the divine source 
of that faith which the Bible unfolds, was not more firm than 
their conviction that the origin of the records which contain 
its history was, in like manner, divine." — Lee^ pp. 72, 74, 86. 
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34, been as thoroughly deceived in this respect : 
that Church with which the Lord promised that 
His Spirit should be, to guide it into all truth ? 
Are the millions who at this day hold the Bible 
to be the Word of God, given over to strong 
delusion to believe a lie ? Have we nothing ex- 
press, nothing definite, to which we may look as 
divine revelation ? Or, on the other hand, is 
there not ground for clinging to the Scriptures 
of the Old and New Testaments, keeping hold 
of the Bible, and believing that " all Scripture is 

2Tim. iii. 16. given by inspiration of God," and that "holy 
men of God spake as they were moved by the 

2 Pet. i. 21. Holy Ghost ? " 

It is to this point that I would lead the reader's 
mind. It is proposed in the following pages to 
consider, in as simple a manner as possible, the 
subject of the Inspiration of the Scriptures. If, 
by the help of the Holy Spirit, the investigation 
be taken up aright and pursued carefully, it can- 
not fail to be of use. 



CHAPTEE II. 

In order to prepare the way for the clearer 
treatment of the subject, it will be as well to 
state one or two introductory points. 

(1). It is not impossible that there shoidd ^^^^^^^^ 
he a revelation of Ood's wUl to man. If it be, 
the impossibility must rest either on the side 
of God or of man. It cannot be on God's 
side : for with Him nothing is impossible. Of 
course, as God, He can make Himself known, 
and that in any way He may please. He can 
enlarge the faculties which He has given to His 
rational creatures to any necessary extent. He 
can prepare the minds of men to receive such in- 
formation as He may see fit to give. To deny this, 
would be to limit the divine power, to say that 
God cannot do that which is not at aU contrary 
to His nature, and so to deny that He is Gk)d. 
Nor is there any impossibility on man's side : 
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for it is not impossible that an intelligent rational 
creature should learn something of his Creator. 
Much, almost all, that man knows is imparted 
knowledge. Very few men make discoveries : 
and even in the case of those who do, their dis- 
coveries are few compared with the facts which 
they gather, or the opinions which they form, 
from other men's labours and communications. 
So that the reception of imparted knowledge so 
far from being impossible with man, is the rule 
of his mental acquirements. If God, then, can 
give — which He can — the revelation of His 
divine will, man can receive it. 

^^robaiSe (^)* ^ revdatioTi of Ood's mil is not im- 

probable. God and man stand towards each 
other primarily in the relation of Creator and 
creature. This Creator is perfectly good, full 
of love, desiring the highest happiness of His 
creatures. What, then, is the full happiness 
of man ? what his highest possible enjoyment ? 
It must be the knowledge of God. " I shall be 

Psalm xvii.K. satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness," is 
indeed a true saying. Happiness, in its best 
sense, must consist in the contemplation of ex- 
cellence, and in the imitation of it, as far as 
possible. Then, if God desires the full happi- 
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ness of His rational creatures, He can cany out 
that desire by making Himself known for their 
contemplation and imitation ; and not only so, 
but by declaring His will, according to which 
they may frame themselves to study, love, and 
copy Him. As He can do this, is there not the 
strongest probability that He vdll do it ? 

And if we consider man's case, we can see no 
improbability in a revelation. For, in the re- 
lation spoken of above, man must understand 
in some measure the things of God, if he is to 
be a really happy creature. What would God 
be likely to require at the hands of an intelligent ^ 
rational creature, in order to secure happiness ? 
Simply this : — to know and love Him. Now, 
love is dependent on knowledge. We cannot 
admire what we do not know ; we cannot love 
that person with whom we have no acquaintance. 
Therefore, unless we know God, we cannot love 
Him. But how can we know Him, except by 
revelation ? How can His will be ascertained 
without expression ? The light of nature cannot 
shine so as to reveal the hidden things of the 
Lord. The book of creation may tell some- 
thing of Him, as " His eternal power and god- Rom. i. 20. 
head;" but we cannot "by searching find out 



Job xi. 
xxxvii 23. 
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God." To know Him as He may be known, 
there must be a revelation made to us. If 
then, on man's part, the knowledge and the 
love of God are necessary for his real happi- 
ness, and such happiness is desired by the 
Creator, there is no improbability, but every 
probability, that He would give such a reve- 
lation of Himself, as would lead to love, and so 
to happiness. 

But further, it is probable that God would 
make Himself known by revelation, in order to 
remove erroneous ideas aboiU the Deity, Many 
have taught that the book of nature and crea- 
tion reveals sufficient of God to secure the right 
knowledge of Him. Now this book is one 
which all men have had before them since man 
existed. Its pages have been lit by sun, and 
moon, and stars ; its words have found their 
utterance in the songs of unnumbered birds, in 
the whispers of the groves, in the babblings of 
the brooks, in the roaring of the sea, in the 
mighty voices of the thunder. Yet what has 
man learned from it as regards the fulness and 
truth of the nature of God ? The loveliest parts 
of the creation are blotted by the foulest igno- 
rance of the Creator. Where "every prospect 
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pleases," there too often "only man is vile." 
Polytheism, atheism, superstition of the gros- 
sest, maddest, silliest kinds, speculations full 
of vague and dreamy uncertainties, — ^these are 
surely proofs of man's want of the real know- 
ledge of Gk)d ; yet they abound even where the 
book 'of nature has opened its most attractive 
pages. Now, all such developements of igno- 
rance and superstition quite prevent man's ren- 
dering that honour which is due to God, as the 
Creator and Lord of all : and, since God's honour 
and glory must be dear to Him, and He must 
rejoice in the homage of His creatures, it is 
highly probable — one might say certain — ^that 
He would reveal His will and His truth, to 
make men know that superstitious vanities are 
to be abandoned, and that He, the true (Jod, is 
to be adored alone. 

AU these considerations make a revelation 
probable, as we have seen that it is possible.* 

(3). It may now be remarked that if such ^fnsp^tiL 
a revelation, both possible and probable, be 
granted and published, it must he by means of 
Inspiration. Inspiration is a special influ- inspiration, 

ENCE EXERCISED BY GOD THE HOLY GhOST ON 
* See Home, vol. i., pp. 2 and following. 
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THE MINDS AND SPIRITS OF CERTAIN PERSONS, FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF PREPARING AND ENABLING THEM 
TO COMMUNICATE SUCH INFORMATION CONCERN- 
ING THE THINGS OF GOD AS WOULD MAKE KNOWN 

His will to mankind * The inspired Scriptures 
are those writings which we assert were com- 
posed under that influence. Inspired men are 
those who spoke or wrote, under the same in- 
fluence, as exponents of the divine truth and 
will. 

* The following definitions of inspiration have been given : — 

" By Inspiration, I understand that actuating energy of the 
Holy Spirit, in whatever degree or manner it may have been 
exercised, guided by which the human agents chosen by God 
have offieiaUy proclaimed His will by word of mouth, or have 
committed to writing the several portions of the Bible." — 
Lee^ p. 27. 

'* This term (Theopneustia, i.e. Inspiration) is ,used for the 
mysterious power which the Divine Spirit put forth on the 
authors of the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, in. 
order to their composing them as they have been received by 
the Church of God at their hands. **A11 Scripture/' says an 
Apostle, **is theopneustic " (t.^. inspired by God). — Oaussen, 
p. 23. 

'* Inspiration, in the highest sense, is the immediate com- 
munication of knowledge to the human mind by the Spirit of 
God : but it is commonly used by divines, in a less strict and 
proper sense, to denote such a degree of divine influence, assis- 
tance, or guidance, as enabled the authors of the Scriptures to 
communicate religious knowledge to others, without error or 
mistake, whether the subjects of such communication were 
things then immediately revealed to those who declared them, 
or things with which they were before acquainted." — Some, 
vol. i., p. 515. 
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Inspiration a 
in- 



With regard to this term "Inspiration," it is '"S" 
necessary to dwell here at some little length 
on the fact of its pointing out, as stated in the 
definition, a special influence of the Holy Spirit. 
In a subsequent section, when dealing more 
particularly with the Bible itself, the question 
of the "Inspiration of the Scriptures,'' strictly 
speaking, will come under consideration. There 
is an ordinary influence which the Holy Spirit 
exercises on all who are the subjects of divine 
grace. They are " bom of the Spirit ; " the John m. e. 
Spirit " dwells in them ; " they are " led by the ^^^ ^... ^^ 
Spirit of God ; " the Spirit " guides them into ^*" 
all truth;" "comforts" them, gives them " ac- J^^S xw! i'e. 
cess" to God, "helps their infirmities" in prayer. KS,n. vii\?"2ri. 
But this clearly is quite distinct from that in- 
fluence ifhich is to be properly called Inspi- 
ration.* This appears from the nature of the 
case : for the best and holiest of men have 

* '' It is altogether essential that we should bear in mind, 
the distinction between that extraordinary influence under 
which the sacred writers have composed their respective 
works, and that ordinary actuation of the Holy Spirit, to 
which in like manner the term inspiration has been assigned. 
From neglecting or refusing to discriminate between those 
two aspects of the divine agency, a greater number, perhaps, of 
erroneous views with respect to the present subject have taken 
their rise than from any other source." — Lee^ pp. 232, 233. 
This author gives an interesting note to show that among the 
proposed "alterations in the Book of Common Prayer, pre- 
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disagreed^ their opinions have clashed, their 
statements and views have been oftentimes con- 
tradictory. Must we not have a standard on 
2 Pet. i. 21. which to depend ? Shall " the will of man " be 
all to direct us ? If so, we must stand bewildered 
amid a maze of suggestions and speculations ; 
which, indeed, is the very evil which philosophy, 
falsely so called, has made rife in the world. 
Again, the best of men have erred in word and 
in ordinary writings over and over again : yea, 
the very men, some of whose writings are as- 
serted to be of a divine character, "spake un- 
PBaim cvi.33. adviscdly with their lips," and "in many things 
Jame8iii.2. oflfcnded alL" Kor can we depend on any of 
their writings, if they were only under the gen- 
ral influence of the Holy Spirit, for this, through 
the evil force of human nature, did -mi always 
secure their being in the right. So that to deny 
special Inspiration, is to overthrow revelation 

pared by the Royal Commissioners for the revision of the 
liturgy in 1689," there is eridence of a desire to avoid such 
a use of the word '* inspiration" as might be liable to mis- 
construction. " It is twice used in the Prayer Book in the 
sense of the ordinary operations of the Holy Spirit: viz., in 
the Collect in the Communion Office, and in that for the 
Fifth Sunday after Easter. It was proposed in the former 
place to change 'inspiration' to * operation;' and in the 
latter, to substitute a new Collect from which the word 
'inspiration' is omitted." 
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altogether: and one need not hesitate to say, 
with Stier: — "The inspiration, in the more 
limited sense, belonging to the Scripture, which 
is to be distinguished from the Spirit in the 
thinking and life of the Apostles and Prophets 
in general, — this inspiration, properly so called, 
we steadfastly maintain, and without it we 
know and acknowledge no Scripture." * Not to 
insist now on the force of the word * Scripture, 
(as we have not yet touched on the tvritten 
Word,) and taking it as equivalent to revelation, 
we must conclude that there can be no published 
revelation from God, on which man may un- 
hesitatingly depend, and to which he may con- 
fidently turn, unless Inspiration be something 
extraordinary and peculiar. 

But besides what has just been said, it will 
appear that there is a difference between these 
two kinds of influence, by considering that in 
the case of those who were under the ordinary 
influence of divine grace, and for whom this 
special influence is also claimed, a marked dis- 
tinction is made between the effects of the one 
and those of the other. Witness the prophets 
of the Old Testament so constantly introducing 

♦ Vol. iii., p. 193. 
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their prophecies by "Thus saith the Lord," "The 
word of the Lord came unto me." Similarly 

'^'xxi^ii^' in the case of Agabus, his prophecies are ex- 
pressly ascribed to the Holy Spirit. And in 

1 chron. xvii. the histoiy of David there is a very striking 
instance of the distinction thus drawn. David 
and Nathan are introduced. Both these men 
were on occasions specially "inspired," the one 
as Psalmist and Prophet, the other as Prophet : 
both, too, as holy servants of God, were under 
those ordinary workings of the Spirit which 
God's servants in general enjoy. In the begin- 
ning of the chapter to which reference has been 
made, each spake out of a heart -full of holy 
gladness : gratitude moves the king, a sweet 
complacency is expressed by the prophet : there 
is a clear Tieavenly-mindedness about each. 
"David said to Nathan the prophet, Lo, I 
dwell in an house of cedars, but the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord remaineth under 
curtains. Then Nathan said unto David, Do 
all that is in thine heart, for God is with 

ver. 1, 2. thee." But how different is Nathan's word to 
David the next morning ; " Thus saith the Lord, 
thou shalt not build me an house to dwell 

\>r. t. in." There had been a special revelation of tlie 
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divine will made to him; . This clearly shows ver. 3, 4. 
that the heart of a child of (Jod, actuated by 
the general influence of the Holy Spirit, may 
have its desires ovenuled by special intimations 
of the will of the Most HigL " David was not 
always so ev irvevfiarL (in the Spirit),* as when 
he sang prophetic psalms." His being a "holy 
man of (Jod," is not one and the same with his 
being specially moved by the Holy Ghost, ac- 
cording to the words in 2 Pet. i 21. 

To what has been said it may be briefly added, 
that this special influence has been exercised on 
men who were quite strangers to that ordinary 
working of the Holy Ghost, which operates in 
all the true people of God. Such was the case 
with Balaam ; such was the case also with Numb, xxii.- 

xxiv. 

Caiaphas. This is indeed a great mystery : but johnxi. 49-52. 
it is also a providential fact, too important to 
be overlooked in the* consideration of this 
subject. 

So then there is an influence, a guiding and 

♦ Compare Stier, VoL iii., p. 194. • 

In the expression kv trvevfiari, the force of tv is " under 
the influence of." So Rev. i. 10, " I was {Iv wvtvfiaTi) under 
the influence of the Spirit on the Lord's Day." So also 

Mark y. 2, ** There met him a man {kv wvfvfiari aKaBaprtfi) 

under the influence of an unclean spirit." 2:>o also Luke ii. 
27, *' He came {Iv rtp vvivfiari) under the influence of the 
Spirit into the temple." 

C 
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instructing influence, exercised by the Spirit of 
God, independent of the mind of the Spirit in 
the common routine of the spiritual life. There 
is, in fact, an especial work, which may be called 
the work of inspircution in a strict sense,* and 
which must not be identified with the work of 
general grace in the mind and spirit of those 
who embrace the truth as it is in Christ Jesus.-f- 



♦ " Dr. Donaldson writes : * Every manifestation or decla- 
ration directly from God, nay, even nis direct and distinctly- 
cognizable agency in the world, is a revelation, and in what- 
ever way He malces this revelation. His Spirit is present, or 
there is an inspiration." — Christian Orthodovy^ App. v. p. 309. 
"An inspiration." Surely this is mere logomachy, (mere strife 
of words). Of course, u writers will call every divine act in 
which, as a Person of the Blessed Trinity, the Holy Spirit 
takes part, by the name inspiration, it is in their power to do 
so ; but I protest against their fixing such a sense upon the 
term as used in the following pages." — Lee, Freface to Second 
Edition, p. xi. 

t A very useful passage will be found in Lee, page 244, 
Note 2. 



CHAP. III. 

ffi^5rlattati0u of % %txm. 

We may now address ourselves to the con- subject suited. 
sideration of the main point of the subject of 
these pages, which may be thus stated : — T?ie 
inspiration necessary for a divine revelation is 
claimedy on good and substantial grouTids, for the 
Bible, the Canonical Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments* 

We have seen, generally, that Inspiration, pro- what is meant 

^ ^ ^' ^ ^ -^ by Inspiraticri 

perly so called, is to be regarded as distinct from ^^^^^^ ^^'"p- 
the ordinary influence of the Holy Spirit, ex- 
ercised on the minds and hearts of believers. 
And now that we come to consider the particular * 

* See Art. YI. of the Cliurch of England. It is no part of 
the present subject to enter into the question of the Canon 
of Scripture. Finding the Bible before us, we have to en- 
quire into its inspiration. 

** The question, Are these inspired Books ? — is a truly differ- 
ent one from the question, What Books are inspired ? " — 
Chalmert, Vol. iv. p. 414. 
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INSPIRATION OF THE SCRIPTURES: 



Two elements 
in the Bible : 



case of the Bible, the question presents itself, — 
What is the force of the expression, " The In- 
spiration of the Scriptures ? " It will be necessary 
to enlarge somewhat on the meaning of the 
term, before taking up the proofs which serve 
to establish the fact of Inspiration. 

The Bible presents to us, when we view it as 

claiming to be a revelation, two elements, one 

divine, the other human ; it professes to originate 

from God, it certainly has been written by man. 

two classes of These two -elements serve to form two heads, 

opinions. 

under which all the various opinions concerning 
the Inspiration of the Scriptures may be classed. 
We have, — 

(1). The theory which so elevates the divine 
element, as to reduce the human element to the 
lowest possible degree. This has been called the 
mechanical theory. According to it the writers 
became, as it were, machines under the divine 
influence. 

(2). The theory which recognizes, more or less 
extensively, the human element acting conjointly 
with the divine. This has been called the dy- 
namical theory of Inspiration. According to it 
the individual abilities of the writers served a 
purpose more or less distinct and important. 



Mechanical 
theory. 



Dynamical 
theory. 
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Those who have contended in favour of the Mechanical 

theory, 

mechanical theory have spoken very explicitly ; gJSctw ^*^ 
thus, — "Not only the action of writing, but 
its effects also, words, points, and letters, are 
inspired." "The writers did not bring any- 
thing to the Scripture beyond the pen of the 
ready writer."* "Their tongue in what they 
said, or their hand in what they wrote, was 
no more at their own disposal than the pen is 
in the hand of an expert writer." f " Whether 
we consider the matter or manner of what they 
received and delivered, or their receiving and 
delivering of it, they were but as an instrument 
of music, giving a sound according to the hand, 
intention, and skill of him that strikes it. "J 
"Every apex of the written word is equally 
divine, and as immediately from God as the 
voice wherewith or whereby he spake to or in 
the prophets." || 

It does not appear to be necessary to receive cannot be ve 

•*■ -^ •' ceived. 

this theory of Inspiration ; nor indeed, in strict- 
ness, is it possible to carry it out. For we 

* Quoted in Lee, App., C, p. 447. 

t Owen, Vol. xvi., p. 298. 

t Ibid. p. 299. il Ibid. p. 305. 
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lind the peculiar characteristics, the style, the 
mental powers, of the several writers all ap- 
pearing in their several compositions : and this 
fact shows that whatever peculiarities marked 
the inspired person were made use of, not 
suppressed. 
^on d S^al ■'■^ adopting, however, the dynamical theory, 
rej^ec7ed ? ^® it is ucccssary to guard against the many and 
subtle errors which have been broached in con- 
nection with it* For instance, some have 
taught that there ai*e degrees of inspiration ; 
making out three, or four, or even five de- 
grees, some of which are necessary for one kind 
of composition, some for another. This is 
a pure hypothesis, and has no foundation in 
Scripture, nor apparently any in sound reason. 
Others again have taught, not that the Bible is 
the Word of God, but that the Bible contains 
the Word of Grod. Without saying expressly 
that such and such portions are uninspired, they 
assert that from defective information, forget- 
fulness, or similar causes, errors exist in the 
statements of Scripture.f Such teaching is most 

* This subject is treated at length in Lee, App. C. 

t After mentioning the theories of several Protestant writers 
whose names are given, Gaussen adds : "According to these 
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dangerous ; for if / admit error of this kind in 
one place, how. can I refuse to allow your charg- 
ing it in another?* Others again put Inspi- 
ration in the lowest place, treating it only as an 
influence conunon to all so called good, or even 
to all gifted men. This 'Inspiration' is something 
so thoroughly foreign to that with which we 
have to do, that it is impossible to compare the 
two, or to bring what concerns the one to bear 
upon the other. It may, however, be as well to re- 
fer the reader to what has been stated in pages 15 
to 17 and note, so far as relates to the influence 
of the Spirit on good men as servants of God. 

theories, the diyine light with which the intellect of the sacred 
writers was enlightened, might suffer some partial eclipses, 
through the ineyitahle effect of their natural infirmities, of a 
defect of memory, of innocent ignorance, of popular preju- 
dice ; so that traces of these have remained in their writings, 
and so that we can perceive in these where their shadows have 
fallen.**— p. 118. Are not the following words, from Dean 
Alford's Commentary, liable to lead an unformed judgment 
astray ? "I believe it to be a form of acknowledgment on 
the part of the Evangelist, that he did not know exactly into 
what part of this period to bring the incident so introduced.^ 
(Luke vi. 12.) And again; **The break between verses 25 
and 26, is harsh in the extreme, and if Luke had any materials 
wherewith to fill it up, I have no doubt he would have done 
so.** (Luke zxiii. 25.) Other instances might be given. Surely 
this is not the way to speak of an inspired Evangelist. 

• " By the giving up of a universal inspiration, we are left 
without a Bible,— for we are left to guess as we may when 
it is, or when it is not, that the voice speaketh to us from 
heaven.'*— C%alm^«, YoL iv., p. 360. 
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^the^Si^^to WhUe thus guarding against the errors with 
°^ ' which some have encumbered the theory of 
dynamical Inspiration, we may safely embrace 
the truth of the theory itself. It presents to 
us the whole spirit and being of the writers 
of the Scriptures pervaded by the divine in- 
fluence of the Holy Ghost, and elevated for 
the contemplation of the things of God ; their 
minds informed, their faculties expanded, their 
memory freshened, their judgment made clear, 
their perception quickened, their truthfulness 
ensured. It enables us to rest confidently on 
the grace of God, who has thus given to man 
a revelation of His wiU, clothed in language 
which suits our capacities and claims our 
sympathies, because it so evidently reflects the 
capacities and sympathies of the men who 
wrote the Scriptures. Thus setting before us 
the writers with all their powers sanctified 
and enlisted for the various compositions which 
the Holy Spirit designed, it calls upon us to 
receive those compositions as infallible, the 
work of the Holy Ghost, expressive of the 
mind of God, supremely authoritative, whether 
they convey to us history, prophecy, doctrine, 
or rules for practice. "The Holy Spirit em- 
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braces the entire activity of those whom He 
inspires, rendering their language the word 
of God. " * " If we combine the outward 
and the inward — Grod and man — ^the moving 
power and the living instrument — ^we have a 
great and noble doctrine to which our inmost 
nature bears its witness. We have a Bible com- 
petent to calm our doubts, and able to speak to 
our weakness. It is not an utterance in strange 
tongues, but in the words of wisdom and know- 
ledge ; it is authoritative, for it is the voice of 
God ; it is intelligible, for it is in the language 
of men." t 

In addition to the phrases "mechanical" and 'Verbar and 

. *^ 'plenary m 

"dynamical' Inspiration, it is also customary ^piration. 
to speak of Inspiration under the distinctions 
of "verbal" and "plenary." The former ofverbaL 
these terms hs^s been so applied as to be 
tantamount in its strictest sense, and when 
carried to its fullest extent, to the result of the 
mechanical theory. Such, however, is not a 
correct use of the term, as will presently be 



* Lee, p. 33, who quotes 1 Thesa. ii 13. Compare 2 Sam. 
xziu. 2. 

t Weatcott, pp. 7, 8. 
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shown : * and there is little doubt that this 
incorrect use of it has been the cause of the 
objection which is felt to the term "verbal In- 
pienary. spiration." Thc latter has been thus defined and 
remarked upon by a recent writer : " The Inspi- 
ration of the sacred writers I believe to have 
consisted in the fulness of the influence of the 
Holy Spirit, specially raising them to, and en- 
abling them for, their work, — in a manner which 
distinguishes them from all other writers in the 
world, and their work from all other works. The 
men were full of the Holy Ghost — ^the Books 
are the pouring out of that fulness through 
the men, — ^the conservation of the treasure in 
earthen vessels. The treasure is ours, in aU its 
richness : but it is ours as only it can be ours, 
— in the imperfections of human speech, in the 
limitations of human thought,, in the variety 
incident first to individual character, and then to 
manifold transcriptions and the lapse of ages." ■(" 
While the definition here given makes it appear 
that plenary and dynamical Inspiration may be 
considered as equivalent, the remarks added to 

* '^The true theory of verbal inspiration does not make 
men maohinea." — Baylee^ p. 66. 

t Alford, Prolegomena to Greek Testament. Vol. i., p. 21. 



EXPLANATION OF THE TERM. 27 

the definition unfortunately leave ample room 
for all varieties of opinion, according to the 
ideas, more or less strict, which any one may 
hold on the subject* 

It is very questionable whether any proper 
distinction can be drawn between the expres- 
sions "verbal" and "plenary." The true idea 
of a plenary Inspiration must comprehend the 
words of Scriptura Nor is it to be supposed Sspired. 
that by not receiving the mechanical (or — if 
the term must be used — ^merely verbal) theory 
of inspiration, the words of Scripture are to 
be overlooked. Far from it Oftentimes it is 
the case that the force and teaching of a 
passage rest on some special word, which is 
so prominent and important that clearly the 
Spirit dictated it. Instances of this may be 
seen in Matt, xxii 43, the word " Lord " being 
that on which all is made to turn ; in Gal. iii. 
16, where such stress is laid by St. Paul on the 
word "seed ;" in Heb. viiL 13, where the word 
" new " is dwelt onf The mind of the Spirit is 
here distinctly shown in the choice of the par- 

* See remarks on Alford's Notes, p. 23, note, 
t Many other instances can easily be found. 
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ticular word beforehand, which was afterwards 
to be applied, under His divine guidance, 
with convincing force in argument. We must 
evidently assume that the words of Scripture 
are stamped with the seal of the Spirit, and 
have a divine meaning ; that, in fact, even 
a single word frequently involves some great 
doctrine. 

It is impossible to overlook this. Indeed, if 
we recoUect that our language does but express 
our thoughts, it is difficult to see how the mind 
can be influenced throughout by God, and yet 
the words be left uncontrolled. Gaussen does 
not put the case at all too strongly, when he 
imagines a Pharisee saying to our Lord (in 
reference to Matt, xxii 43 — 45), "Would you 
build a whole doctrine upon a word ? " and 
represents Jesus as replying, " Yes, I do ; yes, I 
will throw myself upon a single word, because 
that word is God's.'* * 
Summary. By the forcgoiug considcrations we are brought 

to this statement as a summary : — ^The Bible is 
to be regarded as a volume composed under such 
peculiar influence of the Holy Spirit, by men so 

* Page 99. Some most interesting thoughts on this subject, 
will be found in Chalmers, yol. iv., pp. 368 — 376. 
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specially chosen and qualified for writing, that 
we may with all confidence regard it, in every 
particular, as the Word of Grod, and main- 
tain "the infallible certainty, the indisputable 
authority, the perfect and entire truthfiilness of 
all and every the parts of Holy Scripture." * 

The proofs of this statement will occupy the 
two following chapters. 

• Lee, p. 19. 

The following passage from Professor Lee's Work is well 
deserving of attention: "In the common course of things, 
men of ordinary capacity have the power of clothing their 
tiionghts and feelings in appropriate words ; and, from tbe 
yery nature of the case, we cannot but believe that the words 
adopted by the sacred writers must, in like manner, be the 
adequate expression of their inward conceptions, and, there- 
fore, of that internal life produced by the Holy Spirit. But, 
furthermore, the same divine power which breathed this life 
into the soul, must be regarded as the vital principle of the 
language which represents it. To this utterance of that Spirit 
whose glance penetrates the Universe, whose intimations ex- 
tend to every age ; and apply to every circumstance, with a 
fulness and definiteness which embrace time and eternity, — to 
this utterance of the Spirit there is essentially appropriated 
that pregnant style which, in a few syllables, conveys such 
infinitudi of meaning ; which is unexhausted by all Com- 
mentators; and whicn possesses that marvellous capacity of 
translation into any dialect which has a living and human 
quality. The opinion that the subject matter alone of the 
fiible proceeded from the Holy Spirit, while its language was 
left to the unaided choice of the various writers, amounts to 
that fantastic notion which is the grand fallacy of many 
theories of Inspiration : — namely, That two different spiritual 
agencies were in operation, one of which produced the phrase- 
ology in its outwanl form ; while the other created within the 
som the conceptions and thoughts of which such phraseology 
was the expression." — Page 32. 



CHAPTEE IV. 



^tbttKl ^r00fe ^mixbmli. 



The spirit in 



ae spirit in x.- x* * • i it • i 

which to pro- IN piosecutuig our enquiry into the evidence on 

secate enqui- ■•.,, 

ly- which the statement at the close of the last 

chapter rests, there must be a patient and can- 
did investigation of the different proofs brought 
forward to establish the Inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures. Let us consider the following. 
^"^eJeiratioi? ^' ^^ antiquity and preservation of the Bible. 
" I hold a Bible in my hand. It is a book the 
oldest in the world, whose beginnings are lost 
in the remotest origin of human society."* 
Moses, whose wiitings are the oldest in the 
Bible, lived B.c. 1571 — 1451. Homer, the 
most ancient of all the profane writers, has 
as the oldest date assigned to him, B.c. 968, ie. 
500 years later than Moses. Here, then, are 
writings in the Bible which go back more than 
fourteen centuries before Christ ; and which have 

♦ Hervey, p. 22. 
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come down to us by a preservation most remark- 
able, as will presently be seen. And what do 
they contain ? These Mosaic records which are, 
in one sense, the very foundation of the Biblical 
superstructure, contain a few facts, in very small 
compass, about imiversal history, and are, for 
the rest, entirely taken up with the history of 
one particular people. Of what relates to this 
people much, very much, is made up of small 
technicalities of law, religion, and polity. In- 
dependently of their asserted sacred character, 
they would seem to be of very little value to 
the world : for Israel was a small, insignificant 
people, a nation of bondsmen originally, a nation 
always narrow-minded and peculiar. Yet, while 
profane poetry is silent till Homer strikes his 
harp, the songs of Moses and Miriam, and the 
rhapsodies of Balaam, have been sounding more 
than 3000 years : while profane history remained 
in its confessedly fabulous period till B.c. 753, 
Moses had compiled his Jewish history, touch- 
ing also upon some points of general history, more 
than 700 years before that date ; and this same 
record has been handed down to us unimpaired 
in any material respect. While law in general 
was but a rude thing, and gave no clear and 
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settled and equitable declarations for the stability 
of society, Israel had received statutes whose 
ceremonial is most exactly minute and detailed, 
and whose moral enactments are the very em- 
bodiment of all that is holy, pure, and of good 
report ; and this law, moreover, we can read 
this day in the same particular developement 
and shape and beauty which marked its force 
at the first. What can be said of this ? Is 
this system, this law, this morality, (which, 
be it observed, are the very life and essence 
of the writings which contain them aU,) is all 
this, so peculiar, so ancient, kept through so 
maoy ages, due in its origin and preservation 
only to man ? Eeason and truth cannot admit 
this. 
Preservation, Auothcr word mav be added as to the pre- 

particularly. •' -^ 

servation of the Scriptures. The Jews, as well 
as Christians, have kept these books. "They 
(the Jews) preserve with fidelity and affection 
the very book in which Moses declares them 
to have been always ungrateful to God." " This 
book which condemns them in so many ways, 
they preserve at the expense of theii- lives. 
Such sincerity as this is without example in 
the world, and does not spring from the nature 
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of man," * " They preserve the Scriptures, they 
love them, and yet do not understand them." 
" So long as there were prophets to support the 
Law, the people were negligent ; but when the 
prophets ceased, the zeal of the people supplied 
their place : which is a providence too remark- 
able to be overlooked." f These sayings find a 
striking illustration by reference to the times of 
Antiochus Epiphanes, (b.c. 170,) when any one 
found with the Book of the Law was put to 
death, and every copy that could be obtained 
was burned- But even through such risks as^^*^^^^'^- 
this the Scriptures were preserved : as they were 
also when Diocletian in the 4th century of the 
Christian Church, after murdering and perse- 
cuting the Christians, went so far as to com- 
mand, on pain of death, delivery of their Bibles 
that they might be destroyed. + 

Thus wonderfully has this collection of writ* 

* Pascal's Thoughts, chap. yiii. f Ibid., chap. z« 

i Gauasen's language may weU express our amazement at 
the preservation ol' the Scriptures : — ** When one thinks that 
the mble has been copied during thirty centuries, as no book 
of man has ever been, or ever wiU be ; that it was subjected 
to all the catastrophes and aU the captivities of Israel ; that 
it was transported seventy years to Babylon ; that it has seen 
itself so often persecuted, or forgotten, or interdicted, or burnt, 
from the days of the Philistines to those of the Seleucidee ; — 
when one thinks that, since the time of Jesus Christ, it has 
had to traverse the first three centuries of the imperial perse- 

D 
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ings been preserved "What hath God wrought ! " 
and why ? Is it not because the Bible is His 
Word, given to bless and regenerate mankind ? 
Unity and har- 2. Cousider the unUv of sentiment which 
pervades the Books of the Scriptures. There 
are thirty-nine books in the Old Testament 
and twenty-seven in the New. These sixty- 
six books were written by thirty and more 
different individuals, at dififerent times, aud in 
dififerent places, during a range of nearly 1600 
years. The writers stood in various positions of 
life. Some were lawgivers and kings, men of 
education and refinement, according to their 
day ; some were priests ; some were fishermen 
and of other lower stations. Yet with all their 
diversity of feeling, taste, education, and mind, 

cutions, when persons found in possession of the holy books 
were thrown to the wild beasts ; next the 7th, 8th, and 9th 
centuries, when false books, false legends, and false decretals, 
were eyerv where multiplied ; the 10th century, when so few 
could read, eyen among princes ; the 12th, 13th, and 14th 
centuries, when the use of the Scriptures in the vulgar tongue 
was punished with death, and when the books of the ancient 
fathers were mutilated, when so many ancient traditions 
were garbled and falsified, even to the yery acts of the 
Emperors, and to those of the Council; — then we can per- 
ceive how necessary it was that the providence of God should 
have always put forth its mighty power, in order that, on the 
one hand, the Church of the Jews should give us, in its in- 
tegrity, that Word , and, on the other, that the Christian 

Churches should transmit to us, in all their purity, those 
Scriptures," &c. — Foffea 169, 170. 
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there is a vast unity of sentiment and teaching. 

"The holy writers all concur uniformly in 

carrying on one consistent plan of supernatural 
doctrines ; all constantly propose the same in- 
variable liruth. flowing Il^ough different chan- 
nels." * The morality is the same ; the doctrines 
concerning God and concerning man are the 
same ; the cardinal truths of the fall, the need 
of renewal, atonement, sacrifice, and cleansing, 
the requirement of faith as the justifying prin- 
ciple, — ^these are all the same. No real diversity 
of opinion on these points can be found, nor any 
contradictions which mar the unity. . " Whence 
then this harmony of Scripture ? Had the writers 
been under no peculiar divine influence, they 
would have reasoned and speculated like others, 
and their writings would have opposed each 
other. But if they were inspired, if they aU 
wrote and spoke under the influence of the same 
Spirit, then is this harmony accounted for ; and 
it is impossible to accoimt for it upon any other 
principle. Hence we may conclude that all Scrip- 
ture is divinely inspired." -f 

* Home, VoL L, p. 464. f Ibid., Vol. i., p. 455. 

Gaussen says,^-'' One of the strongest proofs, no doubt, of 
the divine authority of the Scriptures is the imposing unity 
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Innate force. 3. Consider the innate force of these writings 
in whatever language expressed. Upwards of one 
hiindred and fifty tongues now have the Scrip- 
tures in whole or in part translated into them ; 
and in each one of these the words of the Bible 
come with such power to the hearts of men as to 
illustrate the question, " Is not my word like as 
a fire, saith the Lord, and like a hammer that 

jer. xxui. 29. hreakcth the rock in pieces ?" Written originally 
in two languages long since passed away from 
living use ; one a most peculiar language, the 
other a tongue of exceeding richness and fulness 
of expression : the peculiarity of the Hebrew does 
not cramp the vigour of the Scriptures in their 
translation into another language, nor does the 
fulness of the Greek prevent the force of these 
wonderful compositions making itself felt in the 
most rude of savage tongues. Now, contrast 
this with confessedly human productions, even 

of that book, the composition of which extends over a period 
of fifteen hundred years, and which has had so many authors, 
some of whom wrote no less than two centuries before the 
fabulous times of Hercules, Jason, and the Argonauts ; others 
in the heroic days of Priam, Achilles, and Agamemnon ;. others 
in the days of Thales and Pythagoras ; others in the days of 
Seneca, Tacitus, Plutarch, Tiberius, and Domitian ; and who 
all, neyertheless, pursue one and the same plan, constantly 
adyancing, as if they had all understood each other, towards 
one sole grand end, — the history of tbe world's redemption by 
the Son of GiO^**^Fag$ 341. 
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with the writings of those authors whose know- 
ledge of the mind of man has been great, and 
whose works, therefore, might be expected to fit 
the language of man : try to translate Shake- 
speare's rich and beautiful English into Esqui- 
maux ; bring Milton's Paradise Lost to the 
vocabulary of some rude Eastern language ; tr}^ 
to express the depths of Newton's Philosophy 
in some dialect of Africa ; — where would be 
the force, the fire, the life ? Lost, or weU nigh 
lost, in the very attempt to transfer it. Not so 
with the force of these writings. Why? Be- 
cause He who framed the languages of men has 
framed His revelation to suit them : because the 
everlasting Gospel is sent from heaven "unto 
them that dwell on the earth ; and to every 
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people : " Rev. xiv. e. 
because the Scriptures express the mind of God 
in things which concern all men : because they 
are inspired. * 

4. Consider, in close connection with the The scnptures 

suit all disio- 

foregoing remarks, the suitoMlity of titese writ- sitions. 
ings to all dispodtioris of men. It is a simple 
fact, founded on the experience of ages, that 

* Some interesting remarks on the subject of this and the 
next paragraph will be found in Le Bas* Life of Wiclif, p. 231. 
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they are thus suitable. Language is but the 
expression of mind ; and therefore that which 
retains its force in every language will suit every 
developement of mind and disposition. The 
writings of the Bible have been found "to be 
equally adapted to the wants of man in every 
stage of intellectual progress, in every variety 
of political and social existence." * Every 
mould of character, every stamp of mind, every 
degree of education, has furnished persons who 
have found this book suitable to their case. 
Among the learned who have rejoiced in scholar- 
ship and letters ; among philosophers whose 
soaring minds have carried them far far away 
up the ascending ranges of thought ; among 
keen lawyers who weigh evidence with scrupu- 
lous care, — this book, the Bible, has been as 
great a treasury of comfort, light, and spiritual 
wisdom, as it has been to the simplest peasant, 
or the rudest inhabitants of the desert, the 
mountain, or the isles of the sea. Surely this 
is a marvellous fact ; and the only reason which 
can be given to account for it is, that He who 
made the minds of men, as well as framed their 
languages, has blessed them with a revelation 

* Hervey, page 22. 
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which can influence their varied minds ; in 
other words, that the Bible, which thus suits 
all, is and must be an inspired volume.* 

5. Consider, as another step following closely ^'tv^ere ©"^o'^ne 
on the last two, that the authors of this volume JScuiiM-. 
(so suited to all tongues and all classes of 

* The following extract, from Professor Lee*8 Work, shows 
at once the wisdom of God in the selection of writers of 
different powers and dispositions, and the siiitahility, which 
follows from this, of the Scriptures to all classes of mind. 
*' We here perceiye each inspired writer, without any toilsome 
effort after some predetermined type of language or of style, 
at once bringing home to each conscience his sacred message ; 
the divine nature of which appears the more plainly from its 
not being confined to one order of expression, or running in 
one narrow channel ; but rather in its mastery over all such 
externals, whereby it has become the common property of the 
human race. No truth can be grasped under the same exact 
form by eyery intelligence :— witness the yaried illustrations, 
borrowed from eyery walk of human Ufe, or eyery line of 
human industry, or eyery branch of human science, which a 
skilful teacher adopts in order to render his meaning in- 
telligible to each class of his hearers. From this common 
fact we learn how necessary it was that in the instruments 
selected by the Holy Spirit to conyey the truth to man, an 
analagous yariety oi character should preyaiL Thus only 
could provision be made to meet the widely different require- 
ments of human inteUect and human susceptibility : thus only 
could the light of divine knowledge be brought, in every 
variety of circumstance, to bear upon the ever changing 
aspects of mankind.'*— Pa^« 364. 

And again : ** In its pages every longing of our nature, the 
most superficial and the most profound, will find satisfaction. 
Here, provision has been made alike for the tender suscepti- 
bility of the child, and the mature intellect of manhood : and 
whatever shadow our imperfect knowledge may allow, for the 
present, to rest upon certain of its statements, the mourner 
wiU still find solace in the songs of Zion, and philosophy still 
drink wisdom frt>m the parables of Galilee." — Page 422. 
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mind and disposition), were men of a small 
and most peculiar race. With perhaps the 
single exception of Luke, the writers of the 
Old and New Testaments were Jews. They 
belonged to a nation shut out in a great de- 
gree from the world by special laws. As a 
people they were narrow-minded, prejudiced, 
self-exalting, despising others. Their religion, 
their philosophy, their traditions, all that helped 
to make up their nationality, helped to cut them 
off from such intercourse with other nations as 
would give what is called a knowledge of the 
world. We should hardly seek among the Jews 
of Old and New Testament times, for men emi- 
nently calculated to reflect on and analyse the 
course, principles, and views of human nature. 
Yet this nation, so peculiar, so small, so limited 
in general observation, furnished the writers, 
several of whom were men of no education, of 
that book which lays an appropriating grasp on 
every language, and adapts itself to every phase 
of human character. Can it be supposed that 
these Jewish writers were unaided ? And if 
aided, by whom ? By whom but by Him who 
worketh all things after the counsel of His will, 
— who uses the weak things of the world to 
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confound the mighty, — ^whose thoughts are not 
as ours ? And if He aided them, then they and 
their books are to be considered inspired. 

6. Consider the fulfilTnent of propTiecy, The Prophecy 
writers of the Scriptures have committed them- 
selves to "clear, distinct, and definite announce- 
ments of future events : of events too which 
were the growth of centuries, and therefore 
exposed the predictions in question to the pro- 
tracted scrutiny and probation of centuries : 
events on a scale which admits of no possibility 
of doubt or coUusion, or of their being brought 
about by the agency of the prediction ; but 
which, having been announced expressly on the 
authority of Almighty God, ages before their 
accomplishment, and being at this very hour 
extant and patent to aU, challenge the com- 
parison of them with the Scripture predictions 
by every intelligent and honest man, and claim 
as the result of the comparison the unhesitating 
acknowledgement that 'aU Scripture is given by 
Inspiration of God.' " * 

Look at the prophecies of the ruin of certain 
cities and states ; — Tyre, Babylon, Nineveh, 
Egypt, Edom. These prophecies were uttered 

• Hervey, page 25. 
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when those states were in a high degree of 
prosperity : are they not fulfilled to the letter ? 
Mark again the prophecies concerning the nation 
of the Jews, in which much of their history was 
written beforehand, — so that they may be said 
to have a double history, one of prediction and 
one of fulfilment : observe how literally the 
history of fulfilment interprets the history of 
prediction ; and call the Jews themselves, now 
dispersed among the Gentiles, to be living wit- 
nesses of the truth of prophecy. Do they not 
bear one, and only one, testimony ? Or again, 
look more especially at the wondrous stream of 
prophecy which bore upon its bosom the glad 
news of Jesus and His great salvation : trace it 
as it roUs along from its first spring in Eden, 
gathering new volume through the long reach 
of Patriarchs and other holy men who recorded 
the promises of a coming Saviour : see it gain- 
ing at last the ocean of accomplishment, in the 
great facts of the birth, life, suffering, death, 
and glory of ImmanueL Were not all the pre- 
dictions wonderfully realized ? What, then, can 
you conclude but that the mind of God dictated 
those prophecies ; that the Holy Spirit influenced 
the writers of them ; that He who sees the end 
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from the beginning, with whom past, present, 
future, is all one eternal tww, used those prophets 
as heralds of His purposes ; and that, therefore, 
the fulfilment of the prophecies is a proof of the 
Inspiration of the books in which they are con- 
tained? For it may be said of prophecies as 
of the accounts of miracles, — they enter so 
thoroughly into the essence and spirit of the 
Bible, that they and the remaining portions 
must stand or fall together * 

7. Another argument in favour of the Inspi- ^ISSg^g^' ""^ 
ration of the Scriptures may be drawn from 
some of the peeiUiarities observable in their 
langvAige, What fulness there is in it. The 
saying of Owen is indeed true : " We may 
have much truth and power out of a word ; 
sometimes enough ; but never all that is in it." 
From the earliest times in which a written reve- 



* '^ So admirably has tliis sort of evidence been contrived 
by the wisdom of God, that in proportion as the lapse of ages 
might seem to weaken the argument derived from miracles 
long since performed, that very lapse serves only to strengthen 
the argument derived from the completion of prophecy. If 
the books of the Old and New Testaments be genuine and 
authentic, the very numerous predictions which they contain 
must necessarily be divine. For they are a regular chain, ex- 
tending almost from the beginning to the end of time : and 
many of them relate to events so distant, so contingent, and 
so apparently improbable, that no human foresight could ever 
anticipate them." — Home, vol. i. p. 316. 
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lation was given to man down to the present 
day, the statements of Scripture have been the 
subject of exhortations, commentaries, sermons, 
and expositions. Yet who can venture to say 
that he, or any one, has exhausted the fulness 
of the Bible ? Fresh trains of thought, new 
flashes of light, are constantly presenting them- 
selves to those whose minds and hearts are 
occupied with meditating on the contents of 
this book. Again, what freshness there is in the 
pages, in the words, of Scripture. Let a love 
for them once be kindled, a taste for them once 
acquired, they never pall, they never lose their 
hold. Over and over again they come with all 
their old charms — ^yes, and with new ones, — ^to 
the reader's heart. Who ever tires of the sun- 
shine, or the sweet breeze, or the rolling sea, or 
the green of the fields and trees ? They are al- 
ways fresh to the natural sense. So is the Bible 
to the spiritual sense. Again, how different is 
fke language of the Bible from that of any other 
hook. Take even those writings which were com- 
posed in the ages nearest to those of the writers 
whom we consider sacred- Compare the Apo- 
crjrpha with the Old Testament Scriptures ; the 
earliest Fathers with the Scriptures of the New 
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Testament. What a difference of expression, of 
character,— what an indescribable difference can 
be perceived. The superiority of the books of 
Scripture is uncontested, and incontestible ; and 
as Hooker observes of the sacred writers, "A 
greater difference there seemeth not to be be- 
tween the manner of their knowledge, than there 
is between the manner of their speech and 
others." To the same effect Neander observes : 
"In other cases, transitions are wont to form 
themselves by degrees ; but in this instance w^e 
observe a sudden change to take place. There 
are here no gentle gradations, but aU at once a 
hound from one style of language to another ; 
which remark may lead us to an acknowledge- 
ment of the special activity, in the souls of the 
Apostles, of the divine Spirit," * Again, how 

* See Lee, page 50, and Note. 

'*We would remark the verisimilitude that sits on the 
canonical Scriptures, and constitutes a primft facie distinction 
between them, and all the other religious compositions of the 
age and country in which they were written — we mean their 
freedom from a certain legendary character, and a certain un« 
tasteful eztrayagance, that is more or less to be detected in the 
Apocrypha ; but which we think is most noticeable of all, 
when we make the transition from the Scriptures of the New 
Testament to the yery earliest of the uncanonical writers on 

the side of Christianity And the contrast is not confined 

to particular passages ; for throughout and in general charac- 
ter, there is an obvious and sustained dissimilarity— -a sense 
and a dignity and an appropriateness in the one ; and in the 



46 SEVERAL PROOFS CONSIDERED. 

remarkable is the absence of what we call ''feel- 
ing'' in the narratives of the Scriptures^ especially 
of the Evangelists. Though the writers (where 
we get glimpses into their characters) were evi- 
dently fuU of tender and kindly feelings, yet in 
their narratives they do not stop to remark on 
what they narrate in the way that human senti- 
ment would naturally express itsel£ How briefly 
is the sum of the birth, the ministry, the work, 
the suffering, the death, the resurrection, the 



other, save when there is a copious intermixture of Scripture 
quotation, or when the devoted piety breaks forth into an 
elevation and an earnestness which overshadows aU the ac- 
companiments, there is an extravagance and a weakness and a 
fan<uful style both of illustration and argument, which makes 
us feel that we have got into the hands of very illiterate or 

very unpractised authors. When one compares, either with 

Clement's Epistle or with the Works of any of the Apostolic 
Fathers, the Compositions of the Fishermen of Galilee ; when 
one recognises the chaste and graceful propriety of the latter 
—how pertinent throughout, and as predominant in sense as 
in sacredness — how free of all that is irrelevant or absurd or 
inconsequential— how unstained by any gratuitous folly or 
flight of extravagance — and yet how certain, that, if left to 
themselves, thev would, like meir immediate successors in the 
Church, have betrayed the waywardness of unpractised in* 
fancy at that work of authorship, in which they were but 
infants — one cannot but feel that tiiey wrote under some 
powerful hold which at once guided and restrained them ; and 
that, in the simplicity and purity and orderly keeping of aU 
the parts in that venerable record, we have an internal evidence 
of as broad a distinction between the canonical and the un- 
canonioal Scriptures, as either the authority of the Church or 
the innumerable written testimonies of the Christian Fathers 
would serve to establish."— C%a/mtfr«, vol. iv., pp. 427, 428, 
431, 432. 
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ascension of the Lord, all given. We have next 
to nothing of the first thirty years of His life. 
No exclamations, nor reflections, nor excuses, 
nor comments, nor reviUngs, nor apologies, are 
introduced to show us what part the writer 
would take, nor how, as a man, he viewed the 
matter of his story. " Is it thus that man re- 
lates a history ? " " Is it possible that the natural 
man should have sustlEdned, without one relapse, 
one single deviation, a tone of feeling so much 
beyond man? Could the circumstances of those 
writers, overpoweringly impressive though they 
were, have secured them against even an occa- 
sional betrayal of wonder, of pity, of indignation, 
or of sorrow ? The more we reflect on the nature 
of the scenes they describe, the more forcibly 
will the question be suggested : — Must not such 
emotions have arisen, on some occasions at least, 
in the breast even of men so circuiiistanced — 
men who were still of like passions with our- 
selves? That the expression of such feelings 
should nowhere appear throughout the narra- 
tives of each and of all, does certainly seem 
inexplicable ; unless we admit a miraculous 
control of their authorship, — unless we sup- 
pose them, in short, to have been, not merely 
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workers and witnesses of miixicles, but miracu- 
lously guided in their writings." * 

These peculiarities are fuU of weight, when 
calmly considered, as evidence of the super- 
vision and control exercised by a divine power 
over the human agent. 
^ djdm" m^pi*- 8. It should not be overlooked, among the 
evidences adduced, that there is a constant 
claim made ly the Scriptv/res themselves to In- 
spiration. Many are ready to admit that the 
Bible is the best of books. Even of those who 
refuse to grant its divine character, many admire 
its morality, its sublime descriptions of the 
Deity, its exquisite portraiture of Jesus Christ. 
They feel and confess that in these respects it 
is superior to any other compositions in the 
world. Now this book is constantly referring 
to itself in its different parts as inspired : i.e., 
the men who have put on record such pure 
morality, such grand ideas, such instructive 
representations, are constantly claiming to be 
under the guidance of the Holy Ghost. "Moses 
... wrote by the commandment of the Lord." "The 

Nam. xxxiii. 2. *' 

Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and his word 
2Sam. xxiii.2. was iu my tongue." "The Holy Ghost spake 

* Bishop Hinds, quoted in Lee, page 249, Note. 
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by Esaias the prophet." "Jeremiah the prophet Acta xxviii. as. 

spake from the mouth of the Lord." "Holy 2Chron.xxxvi. 

men of God spake as they were moved by the 

Holy Ghost." "What saith the Scripture ?" ^S^tv!*3o!' 

"Whatsoever things were written aforetime were 

written for our learning, that we through patience 

and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope." Rom. xv. 4. 

"I testify imto every man that heareth the 

words of the prophecy of this book, If any man 

shall add imto these things, God shall add unto 

him the plagues that are written in this book : 

and if any man shall take away from the words 

of the book of this prophecy, God shall take 

away his part out of the book of life, and out 

of the holy city, and out of the things which 

are written in this book." Such are some of Rev. xxu. is, 

19 

the passages which can be quoted, as illustrating 
the claim which the Scriptures themselves make 
to inspired authority. 

Here, however, this branch of proof will not 
be further enlarged upon ; since in the following 
chapte'r, one view of it wiU be presented in 
detail But it will be well to notice somewhat 
fully one passage for the sake of making a few 
remarks upon it. In 2 Tim. iii. 16, we read, 
"All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 

E 
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and is profitable/' &c. Some commentatoTS 
argue and assert that the English version is 
faulty in the rendering of the passage, (waffa 

^ptufyrj OemrveviTToi koi w(l)eKifA09\ which, they Say, 

ought to be translated, "All, or every, inspired 
Scripture is also profitable." It is by no means 
easy to decide which of these two renderings is 
the correct one. Authorities of weight can be 
mentioned in support of each ; and even some of 
those who adopt the latter, do so with hesitation. 
To enter into* a critical examination of the pas- 
sage would be beside the object of this treatise : 
but, the critical opinions being taken as evenly 
balanced, there are two points on which it is 
important to touch, and by the consideration of 
which a right conclusion may be reached. First, 
it cannot be supposed that the Apostle Paul 
would use language which might tend to un- 
settle the reverence in which the Scriptures were 
held. His object in the passage before us is to 
exalt the Scriptures : but if we take the' latter 
of the two proposed renderings, is there not a 
hint that some Scripture is not inspired ? At any 
rate, is not this the very conclusion which some 
now draw from this rendering ? To say that the 
translation should be, " every writing^'' &c. (in- 
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stead of Scripture), is only trifling with the 
spirit of the passage, and is, besides, going con- 
trary to the New Testament usage of the word 
7^0^. For— and this is the other point to be 
noticed — ^this word, either in the singular or the 
plural, occurs upwards of fifty times in the New 
Testament, and always with reference to the 
Scriptures either in whole or in part : always, 
moreover, with some ascription of authority to 
those Scriptures as the Word of God. St Paul, 
then, uses a word which, to the readers of his 
epistle in those times, would convey precisely 
the idea which is conveyed among ourselves 
when we speak of the Bible.* No one thinks 
of saying, " The inspired Bible : " no one would 
ordinarily go about with this assertion, "The 
inspired Bible is a profitable book." It is enough 
for any one to say, " The Bible : " or, if needful 
to aUude to its Inspiration, one would speak 
thus, " The Bible is inspired aiid is a profitable 
book" Looking therefore at the matter fix)m 
the point of view which these considerations 
lead us to take, and remembering that criticism 
cannot decide positively against the English 

« The use of ypat^^ without the article, does not affect 
this, as the word is yirtually a proper name. 
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version, we may rest satisfied that the Apostle's 
meaning is correctly conveyed by the words of 
our authorised translation, "All Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable." 
°Xf b^efly It would not bc at aU difficult to enlarge, in 
considered. ^ gijnilar way to that adopted in the preceding 
examples, upon other branches of evidence, and 
to give proof after proof One can truly say 
that with this, as with other divine things, the 
more one thinks the more do trains of thought 
flash out, as one may watch the summer sky 
and see bright lightnings play and dart from 
unexpected points. Arguments for the Inspi- 
ration of the Scriptures might be drawn from 
the grandeur of the truth which they contain ; 
from their converting power, so great that a 
single verse has brought the heart to bow before 
God, — ^has spoken peace to the troubled soul, — 
and has changed the whole current of life's 
tendencies and efforts. The civilizing, exalting, 
and pv/rifying effects of the Bible might be 
shown as testifying to its divine original ; to- 
gether with ''the universal doctrine of the Church 
of Ood " to the same effect.* It would, however, 
be going beyond the limits of this treatise to 

^ « This last has been passingly noticed at pages 4 and 6. 
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enter upon every proof. Enough evidence of 
this kind has been adduced to demand solemn 
consideration, — and even to warrant the belief 
that the Bible is what it professes to be, an in- 
spired volume. 

Before going on to the consideration of the p^'^^^*®^® 
next branch of evidence, which wiU be treated 8®^^®'- 
at some length, it will be weU to make one 
observation connected with all the different 
proofs adduced. They must he, looked at Uh $ 

gether ; their united force must be taken into 
account. Each by itself would claim to be 
heard with attention ; but when the joint testi- 
mony of these several particulars is brought to 
bear upon the question of the Inspiration of 
the Scriptures, there is a mass of evidence which 
seems to demand a ready verdict in favour of 
the Bible as the Word of God.* In no other 

♦ "We may compare the following fix)m Butler, Part 11^ 
chap. yiL '* The evidence of Christianity will be a long series 

of things. of great variety and compass, taking in both the 

direct) and also the collateral proofs, and making up, all of 
them together, one argument ; the conviction arising from 
which kmd of proof may be compared to what thev call the 
iffiet in architecture or other works of art ; a result from a 
great number of things so and so disposed, and taken into one 
view." *'A11 these things and the several particulars con- 
tained under them, require to be distinctly and most thoroughly 
examined into ; that the weight of each may be judged of, 
upon such examination, and such conclusion drawn as results 
from their united force." 
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matter would corresponding proof be given with- 
out carrying conviction to the sincerely inquiring 
mind. 



CHAP. V. 

i;]^0tt0]^« an ilgt €anmt&aix mh ^tMion 
htHxntm % ©fir mh "Btixn %t%immxtn. 

In the previous chapter several heads of proof 
were noticed, bearing upon the question before 
us. Another now claims attention ; and it is 
one full of interest, and of great importance. It 
will probably come with more influence to the 
mind, and meet with more implicit submission 
from the judgment, than any other of the 
evidences of Inspiration, striking though one 
feels them aU to be. 

The present chapter, then, will be devoted to ^ twee^n oS 

ftzid New 

considering somewhat of the relation between the Testaments. 
Old and New Testaments as parts of one consent- 
ing whole. It will be shown that the continual 
reference to, and acknowledgement of, the Old 
Testament in the New, together with the connec- 
tion between them, and the evident foreshadow- 
ing of the New Testament in the Old, is a most 
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striking proof that both are divine : and so, that 
by this argument also we may conclude that 
"all Scripture is given by Inspiration of God." 
^md^authln- ^® Standing point from which this argument 
Testementf ^ may start is the genuineness and authenticity of 
the New Testament. By a genuine book is meant 
one which was really written by the person 
whose name it bears, or, if it be anonymous, at 
the time and under the circumstances which are 
asserted of it. By an atUherUic book we under- 
stand one which contains true accounts, whose 
information is correct and trustworthy. A book 
may be genuine without being authentic ; it 
may be written by its professed author, yet its 
contents be fictitious : another book may be 
authentic without being genuine ; it may relate 
true things, and yet not bear the name of its 
real author : another may be neither genuine 
nor authentic; it may be a fiction altogether, 
both as regards the author's name and the 
contents : another may be both genuine and 
authentic ; it may be the production of its 
professed author, and its contents be every way 
worthy of credit. 

To this last class belong the books of the 
New Testament. The proof of this lies in 
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another branch of religious eriquiiy, viz., that 
of "the Evidences of Christianity : but genuine- 
ness and authenticity are in themselves so dis- 
tinct from Inspiration, that it is no begging of 
the present question to assert them concerning 
the writings of the New Testament. Here then 
is the starting point, — ^that the books of the New 
Testament were written by their professed 
authors, and contain credible accounts. 

Opening the New Testament, this genuine 
and authentic record, we find the writers of it, 
and Him of whom they say so much, even the 
Lord Jesus Christ, continually referring to the 
Old Testament in a way and with a reverence 
most remarkable. Our attention wiU first be 
turned to a few instances of the way in which 
the vrriters allude to the Old Testament, and 
then, more fuUy, to the manner in which Jesus 
treated it. 

I. As regards the writers of the New Testa- 
ment. 

(1). In the very beginning of the New Testa- Matt. i. 
ment you are met by a remarkable reference to 
the Old. The Evangelist Matthew gives the 
genealogy of Jesus, and traces His descent from 
Abraham and David. These were the two im- 
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portant personages of Jewish history ; the one 
the founder of the race, the other the founier 
of the hereditary monarchy. Now, if we rightly 
consider the Old Testament promises made to 
Abraham and David, we shaU find that Matthew's 
genealogy was not a mere curious family record, 
but an instrument by which it might be shown 
that the promises made by Grod to Abraham and 
David were brought down to their resting place * 
in Jesus, who is here set forth as their descen- 
dant according to the flesh. It is clearly the 
object of the Evangelist to exhibit Jesus Christ 
as the seed of Abraham, as the Messiah, the 
Son of David. But why should he do this, if 
the Old Testament, in which the covenant is set 
forth, is not to be looked upon as the Word of 
God, which required, and would have, and in 
this respect did have, its fulfilment in Christ ? 

Matt. i. 22. (2). Groing ou to the twenty-second verse of this 

same chapter, we find the Evangelist expressly 
declaring that the event of the birth of Jesus, 
with its antecedent and attendant circumstances, 
was to fulfil that "which was spoken of the 

Isaiah vii. 14. Lord by the prophet" Isaiah is alluded to as 
a holy man of God, speaking as he was moved 
by the Holy Ghost 
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(3). So again, observe Matt, xii 17. Our Matt. xu. i?. 
Lord imposed silence on those whom He healed ; 
and the reason of this is furnished : but it is 
a reason which would never strike any one 
naturally. St. Matthew quotes a prophecy of 
Isaiah as that which found its fulfilment in thei«iiahxUi.i-4. 
conduct of the Lord ; and so establishes that 
prophet as one who, by divine help, uttered 
predictions which were to have their accom- 
plishment (in a measure, at least,) even in 
the ordinary actions of the life of Jesus of 
Nazareth. 

(4). To turn to the Gospel of St Luke. In Luke i. es. 
chapter i, 68, the Evangelist gives the Song of 
Zacharias, on the occasion of the circumcision 
of his son, John the Baptist He asserts that 
Zacharias Was filled with the Holy Ghost ; and 
so attaches double weight to the words of one 
who was a holy servant of God. What Zacha- 
rias said may therefore be taken as what Luke 
himself fully believed and desired to publish. 
Now, by comparing verses 68 and 70, you find 
that "the Lord God of Israel spake by the 
mouth of his holy prophets." A man who is 
said to be speaking imder the influence of the 
Holy Ghost, declares that the same Spirit had 
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36,37. 



John XX. 9. 



taught the holy prophets of the Old Testament 
dispensation. 

(5). We may take an example from the Gos- 
pel of St. John. In xix. 36, 37, reference is 
made to the book of Exodus (xii. 46.) and to 
the prophecy of Zechariah (xii 10). By what 
name does the Evangelist caU the books to 
which he refers ? " Scripture : " a name, the 
force and meaning of which has been already 
pointed out* St. John uses the term as refer- 
ing to some writings evidently of more than 
ordinary authority, to which he could appeal as 
a standard publicly acknowlec^ed, when he 
undertook to prove the di?^dne work and office of 
Jesus. 

(6). Again, in the same Gk>spel, xx. 9, the 
words occur, "As yet they knew not the Scrip- 
ture that he must rise again from the dead.** 
Eeferring to the context, it is as though the 
Evangelist said, Had they known the Scripture, 
that authoritative standard, its application, its 
intent, their minds would have been quietly 
stayed on Him whose words are written there- 
in ; they would not have suffered as they did 
from doubts, and fears, and disappointment. 

• See page 61. 
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(7). The Acts of the Apostles will famish acu i. le. 
another testimony to the divine original of the 
Old Testament In chapter l, 16, it is recorded 
that the Apostle Peter, on a certain occasion, 
used the words, " this Scriptv/re must needs be 
fuMUed," adding that the particular passage 
which he quoted was one which had been 
originally spoken by the Holy Ghost by the 
mouth of David : i.e., that David, an Old Testa- 
ment writer, was inspired. 

(8). To pass over many aUusions of this kind, Hebrews xi. 
it will be suflicient to notice lastly, imder this 
head, the eleventh chapter of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. Ii; that chapter, the Apostle goes 
through the whole of the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures, so to speak. He refers to them as of 
undoubted authority ; he bmlds on their facts ; 
he adduces their statements ; he adopts and sub- 
scribes to their teaching. And he does aU this 
to establish the great Gospel truth that faith is 
the justifying principle before God, and the 
spring of spiritual effort and actioa* Surely 
such a way of dealing with the Old Testament 
Scriptures, as these references exhibit, must 

* Compare the end of the tenth chapter with the opening of 
the eleventh. 
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make a deep and favourable impression on a 
fair and unprejudiced mind ; and go far towards 
establishing the conclusion that those Scriptures 
are inspired of God. 

^wh7o?*je9U8 I^ ^^* ^^^ ^ 1®^^® *^® writers of the 
the^ Old Te8- Ncw Testament and turn to Him of whom the 
New Testament is intended to witness, Jesus 
Himself No one can read the Gospels atten- 
tively without observing how continually the 
Scriptures of the Old Testament appear to have 
been invested with the most sacred authority by 
our Lord 

GeneraUy. (!)• -^ general notice of His maimer of speak- 

ing will illustrate this. He declared that the 
\uu. / ' manna, the brazen serpent, the history of Jonah, 
were typical of Himself. He referred expressly 
to the commandment of God which the Scribes 

Matt. XV. 3-6. and Pharisees made void by tradition ; and 
quoted from Isaiah's prophecy to establish His 

Matt. XV. 7-^. opinion of their guilt. He charged those to 
whom He spoke to " search the Scriptures ; " 
and declared to the Jews that had they believed 
Moses, they would have received Him, Jesus, as 

johnv. 39,46. the Mcssiah, for that Moses wrote of Him. He 
told the Sadducees that the secret of their error 
touching the resurrection was that they were 
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ignorant of the Scriptures. On one occasion He Matt. xxu. 29.] 
said, "The Scripture cannot be broken," and 
called that Scripture "the word of (Jod ;" and on john x.34,35. 
another occasion declared, "One jot or one tittle 
shaU in no wise pass from the law, tiU all be 
fulfilled." In His solemn discourse, contained Matt v. w. 
in the close of the synoptic * Gospels, He spoke 
of the prophecy of DanieL And, as with re- JJ^gvy-^Jf- 
gard to His choice of Judas, so with regard to 
the end of that unhappy traitor. He put forward 
the accomplishment of Scripture as a prominent 
point in both transactions. Thus, generally, VtoVxyii! 
through the daily life and conversation of the 
Lord Jesus, do you find a constant reference to, 
and acknowledgment of, the Scriptures of the 
Old Testament as a standard claiming the high- 
est reverence. 

(2). The value of this branch of evidence ^^^^'^^^ *°- 
will, however, be more appreciated, if we notice 
two or three particular instances, taken from 
the sayings of the Lord. 

How remarkable is the case of the temptation. ^?,^®™p*** 
It is weU known what was the one single weapon ^a^®^ »^ • 

* The word ^* synoptic '* ia applied to distinguiBh the first 
three Gospels from that of St. John ; and signifies that Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke treat, for ike most part, of the same incidents 
in the life of our Lord, and present the same yiew of Him. 
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with which Jesus then met and conquered Satan. 
Now, consider this : Here is the incarnate Son 
of God, full of divine power and divine wisdom. 
Yet He meets the archfiend with a reference to 
*°'^. ifl' the writings of Moses ; and points to those 
writings as to a restraining force which must 
keep Him back from yielding to temptation. 
"It is written," is His word. That which is 
written is His standing ground. Has, then, 
this "it is written" no special value? Is it 
worth only what Moses could confer by way of 
value ? If so, why does the hard-pressed enemy 
take up similar ground? Why himself cry, "It 
is written," instead of trying to assert that what 
is written is of no weight ? Let any one duly 
reflect upon this circumstance, and he wiU admit 
Vol iii. ifl5. the force of Stier's words : " So long as I can 
read and think, nothing will move me from the 
conviction that Christ ascribes an infallibility 
to the single ^e^pairrai, (4t is written'), as such, 
and that because it is a f^erfpairrair 

Luk/i^i^ai. -^g^^ ^'^ Evangelist Luke relates a visit of 
the Lord to Nazareth ; on which occasion Jesus 
went into the synagogue and preached. He first 

Isaiah ixi. read out of the prophecy of Isaiah ; and then, 
having secured the attention of the audience, 
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proceeded to declare the fulfilment of the par- 
ticular prophecy in Himself and His work. 
Upwards of seven hundred years had passed 
since the words of Isaiah were uttered : Jesus 
a>ttached the authoritative name of " Scripture " to 
the words, and declared the Scripture fulfilled. 
By thus speaking, beside showing the force of 
evidence resulting from fulfilled prophecy, He 
rested on words seven hundred years old as 
His credentials, which He would not have done, 
had they been merely the words of man ; and 
thus He held up the Old Testament Scriptures 
as the voice of God, declaring His will and re- 
vealing His pui'poses. 

Once again : — The Herodians, Sadducees, and '^ Herodf^f 
Pharisees had on a certain day pressed and Matthew xxii. 
womed the Lord with captious, conceited, and 
subtle questions. After putting each set to 
silence, he completely stopped the mouths of 
all, as we read in Matt. xxii. 41 — 46. "Christ 
presupposes, as what was at that time generally 
acknowledged by the Scribes, and what He con- 
jirms by His acknowledgment, that David in 
the ex. Psalm speaks of his son, the future 
Christ ; in like manner He takes for granted, as 
a thing acknowledged, the divine inspiration of 

F 
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the Psalm, so that He can build the proof- 
question upon it." " His iv irvevfurrt (in Spirit), 
or, as Mark has it, eV TrvevfuiTc arfUp (by the 
Holy Ghost), is none other than the "in the 
Spirit of holiness " in the Jewish theory of In^ 
spiration, solemnly acknowledged by Him, and 
taken for granted as a common tnUh between 
Him and His enemies, and which, therefore, 
(although by ignorance it may be reproached 
as Jewish,) must remain also as thoroughly the 
Christian idea of Inspiiution. For it is that 
XX. 12. of Christ Himself"* In the Grospel of St. Luke 
we find the whole book of Psalms invested with 
this authority of Inspiration. " Here then is 
the foundation of the doctrine of Inspiration, 
according to the Teacher, whose authority ex- 
ceeds that of all the Eabbins of that day and 
all the Doctors of this And can we. His dis- 
ciples, call ourselves Christians, and Christian 
theologians, if we treat the Old Testament hu- 
manly? We are called Christians, and so 

long as in this the name Christ and Christianity 
yet lives, it points us ever back again to the Old 
Testament." f 

* Stier, vol. iii., p. 192. f Stier, as above. 
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(3). In addition to the instances thus fur- ^"^IniaLn 
nished, another important consideration may be jesus^y * °' 
adduced from the way in which the Old Testa- °"^ "^' 
ment was acknowledged by the Lord Jesus, not 
only in His words and teaching, but in the 
regulation of His life. Many are the recorded 
occasions on which we find Him bowing to it, 
and using strong language about its fulfilment 
in respect of Himself 

In Luke xxii there is the record of a very ®olS?f^iSS!^ 
solemn passage in the life of Jesus. The clouds ^^® **"' 
were gathering fast, and were soon to burst. 
And now that He was speaking some of His 
last words to His disciples, and preparing them 
for the worst. He assured them that so it must 
be : and why ? " This that is writtm must yet 
be accomplished in me." When the clouds had ▼. 37. 
burst, and the heavy showers of suffering and 
betrayal had begun to fall on Him, hear how 
He still spake : " Thinkest thou that I cannot 
now pray to my Father, and he shall presently 
give me more than twelve legions of angels? 
But how then shall the Scripture he fulfilledy 
that thus it must be?" And when the last ^"^''^•^' 
heavy shock of the storm was full upon Him, 
and, as regards His bodily life. He was about 
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to fall before it, still was His feeling and His 
language the same. "After this, Jesus knowing 
that all things were now accomplished, that the 

Scripture migMhe fulfilled^ saith, I thirst 

When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, 
he said. It is finished ; and he bowed his head 
and gave up the ghost." 

Again : After His resurrection Jesus walked 
to Emmaus with two of His disciples. The 
account is given in Luke xxiv. 13 — 35. These 
two disciples, in common with the rest, did not 
as yet believe the fact of the resurrection. What 
was the rebuke which the Lord gave them ? on 
what was it grounded ? " O slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets hanje spoken ! 
Ought not Christ to have suffered these things ?" 
And then, " beginning at Moses and all the 
prophets, he expounded unto them in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning himself." 

Similarly, when, in the midst of the company 
of His disciples. He would explain the past and 
throw light upon its mysteries, He said, "These 
are the words which I spake Unto you while I 
was yet with you, that all things must be ful- 
filled which were written in the law of Moses, 
and in the prophets, and in the psalms, con- 
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ceming me." And again, " Thus it is written, Luke xxiv. 44. 
and thus it behoved Christ to suffer and to rise 
from the dead the third day." v. 46. 

It is impossible to read these passages without 
seeing that the whole course of our Lord on 
earth was referred by Him to the Scriptures of 
the Old Testament. In them the prediction, the 
explanation, the law, the benefit, of His suffer- 
ings were all set fortL All that He had done, 
all that He had suffered, was performed and 
undergone in compliance with them and for 
their accomplishment. He lived, He died, He 
rose, according to them. And in expounding 
them, and applying their authority to His case, 
He ever used the strongest term to express 
necessity • ^<, ehei, — "i^ miist needs be so, for 
the Scripture hath said it." 

Nor must we omit to notice one of the last, 
most gracious, aiid most important actions of 
the Lord's earthly life. When giving a parting 
boon to His disciples, to qualify them for the 
work of the ministry, that they might go and 
*' preach repentance and remission of sins in his 
name among all nations," "he opened their 
understanding, that they might understand the 
Scriptures : " thus giving them a deeper insight 



70 CONNECTION AND RELATION 

into those " oracles of God," in which was em- 
bodied so much important truth concerning the 
Eedeemer and His work of redemption. 
^ from°thi8*^°° How striking, then, is the manner in which 
the Lord Jesus Christ Himself treated the Scrip- 
tures of the Old Testament. He appealed to 
them as prophetic. He quoted them as authori- 
tative. He upheld them as declaratory ^f God's 
will and man's duty. He took them as His own 
rule. It has been also shown how the Apostles, 
men of good character, men of veracity, men 
writing as the exjJonents of God's truth, speak 
of and refer to the same Scriptures. Unless, 
then, we are prepared to deny that the Apostles 
were such men as described, — and unless we are 
prepared to go yet farther, and deny ,the truth 
and the mission of the Lord Jesus Christ, — ^we 
can only arrive at one conclusion, and that is, 
that the Old Testament Scriptures were given 
by Inspiration of God.* 



♦ " We are not afraid to say it : when we hoar the Son of 
God quote the Scriptures, everything is said, in our view, on 
their divine inspiration, — we need no farther testimony. AU 
the declarations of the Bihie are, no douht. signally divine ; 
but this example of the Saviour of the world has settled the 
question for us at once. This proof requires neither long nor 
learned researches ; it is grasped by the hand of a child as 
powerfully as by that of a doctor. Should any doubt, then, 
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And now, no very elaborate argument is ^°5ew**T?8te- 
necessary to deduce the Inspiration of the New ™®'* " 
Testament Scriptures. 

From its con- 
It must be borne in mind that the Old Testa- ^ection with 

Old Testa- 
ment was the introduction to the New. It was ™®°* = 

the threshold, or the antechamber, of those wide 
haUs of God's grace which are now thrown open 
in the Gospel of Christ Jesus. Those very Old 
Testament Scriptures, so witnessed to and con- 
confirmed, as we have seen, by the Lord and 
His Apostles and Evangelists, foretold the dis- 
pensation embodied and set forth in the New 
Testament Surely then if the root is holy, the 
branches also are holy : if the bud is formed 
and set by a heavenly influence, the full blown 
flower owes its developement to that influence : 
if the foundation was laid by the hand and 
counsels of the divine builder, the superstruc- 
ture owes its rise, its proportions, its fulness, to 

assail your soul, let it turn to the Lord of lords ; let it behold 
Him in presence of the Scriptures." — Gausaen, p. 93. 

<' The Inspiration of Scripture in the gross, rests chiefly on 
the testimony of Christ and His Apostles. The Inspiration of 
particular books or portions now in Scripture rests chiefly on 
the evidence that they belong to the Canon, or in other words, 
that they were also then' in Scripture : for then they must 
have been included in the sanction given by the founders of 
the Christian religion to Scripture, and to all Scripture." — 
CJuUmerSj vol. iv., p. 398. 
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the same hand and the same counsels : if the 
Old Testament is inspired, so also is the New 
Testament. There is the closest possible con- 
nection between them. "This divine record, 
comprising the two great divisions of the Old 
and New Testaments, presents itself to the 
acceptance of mankind as one organised whole : 
as an elaborate structure whose various parts 
conspire to the, attainment of one definite end, 
the entire edifice being constructed according to 
one grand design. That one end is the salvation 
of man ; — that grand design is the economy of 
redemption." * The New Testament in fact is 
the completion of the Scripture. The reception 
of its different portions originally took place 
without any outward agreement on the part of 
those who received them, — as it were, by an in- 
ward impulse and teaching, — ^at the same time 
and in different places. With scarcely any 
exceptions, each separate writing of the New 
Testament was placed on a level with those of 
the Old, which had hitherto been exclusively 
regarded as divine. Indeed the New Testament 
places itself on this level, the level of authority 
which it has itseK ascribed to the Old Testa- 

* Lee, page 13. 
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♦ 

ment. Every word of it appears to breathe and 
express this : so that the special Inspiration of 
that which is written in it can be the only true 
conclusion. * 

What^ then, is the result of this part of our 
investigation ? This : The Old Testament is 
quoted and referred to by the Lord, and His 
Apostles and Evangelists, in such a manner as 
to leave no doubt as to its being a divine reve- 
lation ; the New Testament is but the amplifi- 
cation and completion of the Old, and must 
therefore, like it, be a divine revelation. 

But the Inspiration of the New Testament 
Scriptures may also be established by another 
line of argument. 

It has been stated that their genuineness and -^"^ "^^ ^^<»°* 

o genmueness 

authenticity may be assumed. If this be so, — J^Hy*"^^^""' 
if these writings be not an imposture, and the 
writers be not impostors, — ^then it may be said 
decidedly that they are inspired. -f- For the 

* These remarks are drawa from Lee, p. 48, and Stier, iii. 
195, vi. 364. 

t 'n'he learned Michaelis, who held such loose principles 
on Inspiration, himself declares that the Inspiration of the 
apostolic writings necessarily results from their authenticity, 
'i'herc is no other alternative, says he : if what they relate is 
true, they are inspired , if they were not inspired, they would 
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language used in these writings is such as to 
argue their Inspiration. The things of which 
they speak are beyond the reach of man's un- 
aided powers ; and about those things they 
speak with an authority which tells of more 
than human delivery. Indeed we can apparently 
come only to this conclusion ; that " they must 
of necessity speak and write as they were in- 
spired, or be impostors." * 

Further : -f- The New Testament may be con- 
sidered inspired, because one does not see how 
it can be the production of unaided men. If it 
be of men, then it must be the contrivance 
either of wicked or good men. But it cannot 
he (I) of wicked Tnen : for then they condenm 
themselves, by protesting against wickedness in 
every way and in the most awful language. 
Could wicked men speak as these writers do, of 
the holiness, justice, purity of God ? Nor (2) 
can the New Testament be the contrivance of 
good men : for good men could not, and would 

not be sincere ; but tbey are sincere, therefore they are in- 
spired. There is nothing in such reasoning that can be thought 
like a begging of the question."— G^atM^m, p. 138. 

* Dr. 0. Gregory, quoted in Home, vol. i., p. 230. 

t A similar argument is used for the evidences of Christianity. 
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not, fabricate such an imposture. The fact of 
their doing so would disprove their goodness. 
By so bold a fraud, sent forth in the name of 
God, they would convict themselves of the 
grossest falsehood. * 

Supposing, therefore, the genuineness and au- 
thenticity of the New Testament there are good 
grounds for assuming its Inspiration. 

These two lines of argument about the New conclusion. 
Testament lead us to the conclusion that it is 
divine in its origin. We have arrived at a similar 
conclusion as regards the Old Testament. The 
result of the whole inquiry may therefore be ex- 
pressed in the words of St. Paul, "All Scripture 
is given by Inspiration of God." 

* See Home, vol. i., p. 230. 



CHAPTEE VI. 

giffijcttltie« anb 4^b|trti0n». 

^'mSb^efore Up to tUs poiiit WG havG been occupied with 
jifctions. ^ ' considering some of the direct proofs which can 
be given for establishing the Inspiration of the 
Scriptures. It is now necessary to notice some 
of the difficulties which present themselves, and 
to investigate some of the objections by which 
it is endeavoured to set aside the evidence which 
seems so conclusive in favour of the point. In 
approaching this part of the subject, the follow- 
ing preliminary remarks require attention. 

^^^r^^ril^diy 1- When we have good reason for believing 
the truth of any system, there is the greater need 
for strictly weighing any objections against it, 
Now, every studious and candid reader must be 
struck with what has been advanced as to the 
Inspiration of the Scriptures : with the several 
heads of evidence given in chapter iv. : and 



weighed. 
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especially with what has been urged in chapter 
v., as to the connection between the Old and 
New Testaments, the deference paid by Jesus to 
the Old Testament, and the consequent result of 
the Inspiration of the New Testament. To 
nullify, or even to impair and shake, such 
evidence as this, objections ought to he un- 
answerable. 

2. Objections too often spring from precon- ^^iom p'ilcon- 
ceived notions being brought to the study of the ^'^^^^^ ^^^^^' 
Scriptures. " The critics of the Gospels assume 
at once the position of enemies, and not of Compare 
inquirers : " — and this may be applied not to the ^Ta^"' 
Gospels only, but to all Scripture. Men do not 
ask, — " Is there good ground for receiving this 
statement and this doctrine?" but, — "Will they 
square with my ideas ? If not, I shall reject 
them." No fair treatment is shown towards the 
books of the Bible. The most unfavourable read- 
ing is often adopted ; small differences are de- 
clared to show positive contradictions : a clear 
idea of the particular writer's object and aim is 
not obtained, or even sought for. Objectors do 
not care to compare spiritual things with spirit- 
ual, "but strive to petrify the living form" of 
God's truth "into a rigid mass of stone." The 
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greatest prejudice is evinced ; and some do not 
hesitate to give credence to what an ordinary 
historian relates, while they disbelieve the com- 
mon statements of Matthew or Luke. 
judj?ed by its 3. This Icads to another remark. The writ- 
not by' its inos of the Bible should be judqed not by their 

difficulties. . . . 

internal difficulties, but by the weight of evidcTice 
in their favour as a revelation. The reversal 
of this statement, the neglect of powerful ex- 
ternal evidence, is one of the most fruitful 
sources of doubt, error, and unbelief ; and that, 
not only with respect to Inspiration, but as re- 
gards Christianity generally. The question is 
not. Are there such and such difl&culties in the 
matter ? but, Are there sufiScient grounds to 
warrant my receiving this book, the Bible, as 
the expression of the divine mind and will? 
It is a solemn truth that, if good grounds can 
be shown on which the Bible is to be received 
as the Word of God, it is the duty of every one 
to receive it, irrespective of its difl&culties. 
^ quenu?mlde '^' The oljectious against the Scriptures have 

and met. 7 .7 7 .7 -, 

been repeated over and over again, and over and 
over again have they been met They are of the 
earth, they spring from man's heart, and put 
one in mind of the fabled Antaeus, who as often 
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as he touched the earth sprang up with fresh 
strength. One might suppose that there is 
something new in them ; but there is not. 
Answers to them have been given many times ; 
yet persons make the objections again, as if 
there was some fresh discovery breaking on the 
world, as if each objector had his own peculiar 

reason for crying, " I have found it." One has 
well said, that "the repetition of already refuted 
arguments seems to be a privilege with objectors. 
Even echoes of echoes are to be found among 
them." * The greater part therefore of what is 
so vaimtingly put forth is really worth nothing. 
Objectors have not a well-filled armoury of 
proved weapons. " The heritage of scepticism 
is rather the settled spirit of doubt, than the 
accumulated store of objections." -f- Nor should 
it be overlooked that the Scriptures appear to 
have been accepted by the Christian Church in 
all ages with full knowledge of the objections 
urged against them. J 

5. The true source of all objections may be ^spriSg from 
said to be the impatience and pride of the reason- reosoniop. 

• Dr. Young, quoted in Home, 
t Westcott, p. 131. t See Lee, pp. 237 note, 383. 
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ing faculty. It mistakes its province. It over- 
steps its bounds. The highest gift which God 
has made innate in man is perverted ; reason 
loses its real characteristic, — it fails to judge 
about itself ; and the wisdom of men becomes 
foolishness.* We must remember that there is 
a bound to man's comprehension. When the 
finite is dealing with the Infinite, a limit must 
be reached, on which is inscribed, " Hitheito 
shalt thou go, and no further." Man's reason is 
not only finite, but marred by the fall. What 
wonder, then, if it is called on to pause and 
submit? True reason will teach man where 
to bow. It is not reason, but pride springing 
from the want of reason, which keeps the will 
opposed to law, and the mind at enmity, because 



• ** We do not condemn the exercise of reason in matters of 
theology. It is the part of reason to foiTQ its conclusions, 
when it has data and evidences before it. But it is equally 
the part of reason to abstain from its conclusions, when these 
evidences are wanting. Reason can judge of the external 
evidences for Christianity, because it can discern the merits of 
human testimony ; and it can perceive the truth or the false- 
hood of such obvious credentials as the performance of a 
miracle, or the fulfilment of a prophecy, or the marvellous 
agreements between the subject matter of revelation antl 
previously or distinctly known truth. But one of the most 
udtful exercises of reason is, to ascertain its limits, and to 
kerp within them ; to abandon the field of conjecture, and to 
restrain itgelf within that safe and certain barrier which 
foims the boundary ot human experience." — ChalmtrSy p. 443. 
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it cannot always and altogether understand. "It 
is an ancient complaint," writes Owen, with 
much force and wisdom, " that spiritual things 
are filled with great obscurity and difficulty ; 
and it is true. Not that there is any such thing 
in themselves, for they all come forth from the 
Father of Lights, and are fuU of light, order, 
beauty, and wisdom ; and light and order are 
the only means whereby anything makes a dis- 
covery of itself But the ground of all darkness 
and difficulty in these things lies in ourselves. 
We can more clearly and steadily see and be- 
hold the moon and stars than we can the sun, 
when it shines in its greatest lustre. It is not 
because there is more light in the moon and 
stars than in the sun, but because the light of 
the sun is greater than our visive faculty can 
bear and behold. So we can more clearly dis- 
cover the truth and distinct nature of things 
moral and natural than we can of things 
heavenly and spiritual. Not that there is more 
substance or reality in them, but because the 
ability of our imderstanding is more suited 
unto the comprehension of them : the others 
are above us. We know but in part, and our 
minds are liable to be hindered and disordered 

G 
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in their apprehension of things heavenly and 
spiritual, by ignorance, temptations, and preju- 
dices of aU sorts."* These remarks apply 
with all their force to the difl&culties and ob- 
jections urged against the Inspiration of the 
Scriptures. 
Difficulties to 6. It may be added that diMculties in the 

be expected. *' "^ 

Bible should not interfere vrUh awr reception of it 
as the Word of Ood. Considered as His Word, 
it is to be looked upon, in a sense, as the grand- 
est of His works : for He has magnified His 
Word above all His Name.-f" But are the works 
of God to be free from all difficulties when sub- 
mitted to the judgment of man ? Are there no 
difficulties in the material world around us? 
"Origen has with singular sagacity observed, 
that *he who believes the Scripture to have pro- 
ceeded from Him who is the Author of Nature, 
may well expect to find the same sort of diffi- 
culties in it, as are found in the constitution of 
Nature.' And in a like way of reflection it may 
be added, that he who denies the Scripture to 
have been from God upon accoimt of these diffi- 
culties, may, for the very same reason, deny the 

♦ Owen, vol. vii., p. 285. f Psalm cxzzyiii. 2. 
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world to have been formed by Him." * Upon the 
supposition of a revelation being granted, — ^and it 
has been shown that this is both possible and 
probable,-f- — ^it is highly credible beforehand that 
we should be incompetent judges of it to a great 
degree, and that it would contain many things 
appearing to us liable to great objections. For 
we cannot know beforehand what degree of 
information, either natural or revealed, God 
would require, or enable, those persons to use 
who were commissioned by Him -to publish His 
wiU. So that the great question for us to con- 
sider, as regards the authority of the Scriptures, 
is whether they are what they claim to be ; not 
whether they are a book of such kind, and put 
forth in such a way and shape, as men think a 
book containing a divine revelation should be. 
Neither obscurities, therefore, nor inaccuracies, 
nor seeming contradictions, nor other such 
things, can overthrow the fact of the Inspiration 
of the Scriptures, unless it can be proved that 
th^re ought to be no difficulties in the works of 
God when presented to finite minds, and that 
this, one of His greatest works, the Bible, 

• Butler, Introduction. f See, pp. 7 — 11. 
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should be readily scanned in all respects by the 
reason of man.* 

^cifnsidered From thcsc remarks we may pass to notice 
some difficulties and objections in detail. 

^"hStJri^S ^ 1. Difficulty is felt as regards the Inspiration 
of the Historical Books of the Bible. One can 
see, it is said, that in a prophecy divine assistance 
was required, and also in statements of doctrine 
and spiritiial truth : but was the same degree of 
Inspiration needed in the case of history ? In- 
deed, was Inspiration necessary at all to enable 
a writer to compile a record of facts with which 
he was acquainted, or which he might easily 
learn from others ? 

Importance of This difficulty sccms to arise in the main from 

(listinguiBh- "^ 

inlpiratiotr ^^* distinguishing between Inspiration and Eeve- 
t^n.^*"^*^*" lation. The two are essentially distinct, though 
commonly confounded. Revelation is the im- 
parting of truth and knowledge in a super- 
natural way : or the term may be applied to 
the whole matter thus made known. Inspiration 
is the influence or energy brought to bear on 
certain persons to fit them for communicating 
certain matters. Everjrthing communicated by 

* This is an outline of the reasoning in Butler, Part II., 
chapter iii. 
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an inspired person need not be revealed • Thei'e 
is, then, no higher value, as far as Inspiration 
alone is concerned, in an inspired prophecy, or 
an inspired statement of doctrine, than in an 
inspired history. The point is this : The Holy 
Spirit, in His oversight of the Church of God, 
foresaw that certain records, certain statements, 
certain prophecies, would form a volume of 
standing benefit to the Church. He moved and 
instructed, by His Inspiration, certain persons 
to write those records, statements, and prophe- 
cies. They all, as to Inspiration, stand upon 



* The following extract illustrates the distinctioii : although 
it is not necessary to limit revelation to '* things of God and 
heaven.*' Ordinary matters, unknown to an individual, may 
be revealed. ^* The terms ' Inspiration * and * Hevelation * have 
been confounded ; but in meaning they are really distinct from 
each other. A man might be inspired for the purpose of writ- 
ing a history with selection and undeviating accuracy — ^yet 
with all the facts of which he was previously acquainted; 
and this would be Inspiration without Revelation. Or a man 
might be informed by a celestial visitant, of matters known 
only to celestials, as one of the Apostles bv Jesus Christ, and 
may afterwards, in the natural exercise oi memory and com- 
position, commit the doctrines to writing ; and this would be 
Revelation without Inspiration. The one does not necessarily 
imply the other. When a superhuman, but yet visible being, 
as our Saviour in the flesh, tells His disciples what before 
were unknown things of God and heaven ; this is Revelation. 
I would even call it Revelation, when an invisible being, as 
the Holy Spirit, infuses the knowledge of these things into 
the minds of men. But when under His guidance, and by 
His suggestion, they are prompted to speak and write of them 
to others, this is Inspiration." — Ckatmert^ vol. iv., p. 366. 



86 DIFFICULTIES AND OBJECTIONS. 

one footing : they all make up the Bible. What 
concerns us is not that any writer was acquainted 
with this or that particular fact, or that he might 
have learned it from ordinary intercourse with 
his fellow-men : but that the superintending 
Spirit saw fit to preserve that fact for the per- 
petual instruction and benefit of the Church of 
Christ, and has preserved it by giving it a place 
in the inspired pages of the Bible.* 
Historical With rcspcct to the historical books of the 

parts referred 

to by our Old Testament it should be observed how con- 
Lord. 

Matt. mv. 38. stautly they were referred to by the Lord Jesus. 

^3^^«^J^;^ His allusions to Noah and Lot, to the bum- 

^Exod! nf 6.] ing bush, to the brazen serpent, to the manna, 

c^NSmf'xxi.Q.] to the visit of David to the priest when he ate 

[Ex. xVi. 15.] the shew-bread, to the queen of Sheba, to Jonah, 

Matt.xii.3, > ^ -? » 

[fs^xxi.6. — ^tliese all go to show that the historical parts 
joS^* i.^ 17 i of the Old Testament are so bound up with the 
truth of Grod, so illustrative of His dealings, so 
declaratory of His mind, that we cannot sever 
them from the rest of the Scriptures whose 
claim to Inspiration some might be more ready 
to admit Indeed it would seem as though this 
habitual allusion, on the part of Jesus, to the 

* For some valuable remarka on the Inspiration of history, 
see Chalmers, vol. iv., pp. 381 and following. 
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historical parts of the Old Testament was in- 
tended, ^in His divine foresight, as a ground of 
argument in favour of their Inspiratioa* 

2. Another difficulty which presents itself to ^"SJ^ti^a, 
some minds may be thus stated. " Inaccuracies 
and mistakes are made by persons of whom the 
Scriptures assert that they spoke under divine 
influence : nay more, immoral actions, and con- 
duct unbecoming the character of God, are 
ascribed to persons said to be under that in- 
fluence." 

This difficulty will not stand if we bear in ^^writei!^ w5d 
mind that the Inspiration of a wrUer is a matter son wriuen 

about, dis- 

quite distinct from the Inspiration of any person tinct- 
abovi whom he writes. What if Stephen's chro- 
nology can be proved to be not quite correct ? Acts yn. 
How does this affect the Inspiration of St. Luke, 
whom the Holy Spirit employed to preserve 
Stephen's address ? What if Samson's moral 
conduct was clearly wrong in several instances ? jadges xvi. 

* It is important to notice what \& thus expressed by Pro- 
fessor Lee, Uiough in a different connection to that which is 
immediately before us. " Israel, in all its institutions, as well 
as in its external history, is one grand prophecy of the future. 
Take, e.g,^ the seventy-eighth Psalm, in which the entire his- 
tory of the chosen people is specially particularised, and ex* 
pounded in a spiritual manner. The New Testament (1 Cor. 
X.) informs us how St. Paul understood this Psalm, and 
applied it to Christ."— Page 154, Note, 
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How does this interfere with the Inspiration of 
the writer of the Book of Judges, whose business 
was to transmit a certain record to subsequent 
ages of the Chuich?* In considering Bible- 
history we must not forget that it is history. 
Transactions are chronicled as they took place, 
without comment. Facts are given, and no re- 
marks, either of praise or blame, are made. 
Speeches are recorded, without the writer's at 
aU committing himself to the opinions ex- 
pressed or the sentiments uttered. But surely, 
the fact that a certain person, said to be good 
and wise and holy, on a particular occasion 
acted or spoke in apparent contradiction to 
goodness, wisdom, and holiness, — ^this fact does 
not involve the non-inspiration of him who re- 
cords it. To say so would be to confound things 
essentially distinct. And, indeed, it may be 
urged that the impartiality and truth shown in 
recording evil as well as good, and in giving 
plain and imamended statements, goes some 
way in favour of Inspiration, other circumstances 
being taken into account 

* It will be borne in mind that the object of this treatise is 
to establish the Inspiration of the 8criptwr$a^ not to proye that 
of any individual mentioned in them. Reference may be made, 
in oonneotion with this latter point, to Butler, Part II. ch. iii. 
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3. It is further objected that the Bible state- ^^^^e with^' 
ments aje at variance with scientific discoveries 
and facts. Geology, astronomy, ethnological and 
physiological deductions are declared to be de- 
cided in their opposition to the teaching of the 
Scriptures, which, therefore, from facts within 
our reach, are shown to be untrue and so un- 
inspired. 

The reply to this objection embraces more ^SJoui^Tnot 
points than one. First it is to be recollected for.^^ ^ ^ 
that the object of the Bible is hit one in the 
main ; viz., to deliver, in connection with re- 
ligious truth, such teaching as would lead man 
to discoveries beyond his imaided power. But 
as regards science, its results are produced by 
man's study and investigation. These results 
therefore do not come within the scope of reve- 
lation. So that a strictly scientific accuracy of 
language is not to be expected from those who 
wrote on a subject which would call for no direct 
expression of scientific truth. But, beside this. Have not scien 
can there be such a decided contradiction as pSzed the 
some assert that there is, when eminent scientific ^"p*"*"®*^ • 
men have loved and prized the Bible ? It is well 
known that some of the most advanced men in 
the range of science have been holy men of 
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God, that they have known Him as a Father, a 
Saviour, a Sanctifier. Were they hypocrites or 
fools in this ? or were they traitors to the cause 
of science to whose advancement their studies 
were devoted ? Who will say this ? Who can 
say it with any truth ? Again : is it certain and 

.4rc there con- ^ ./ o 

tradictions? undeniable that any portion of the Scriptures 
contradicts scientific discovery ? Too often the 
persons who say so fight with other men's 
weapons and make their assertions second-hand. 
" The advances of science have in so many in- 
stances confirmed, in the most striking manner, 
the revelation of the Scriptures, that one is 
certainly disposed to be very doubtful as to the 
truth of any such contradiction, unless it is 
clearly proved."* "No one truth can be con- 
tradictory to any other truth. The question 
which we must settle in the first instance, and 
on its own peculiar evidence, is, — Does the 
Bible come from God? And if it be divine 
(and therefore true), then it is certain, demon- 
strably certain, that no fact in the universe, — 
in heaven above or earth beneath, or in the 
waters or the rocks under the earth, — can by 
possibility be really inconsistent with it" The 

• Hervey, p. 64. 
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quotation is from Professor Lee ; who adds in 
his notes two passages from Professor Whewell's 
Philosophy of the Inductive Sciences, from 
which the following sentences are taken. "In 
the sciences which trace the progress of natural 
occurrences, we can in no case go back to an 
origin, but in every instance appear to find our- 
selves separated from it by a state of things, 
and an order of events, of a kind altogether 
different from those which come imder our ex- 
perience. The thread of induction respecting the 
natural course of the world snaps in our fingers, 
when we try to ascertain where its beginning is. 
Since, then, science can teach us nothing posi- 
tive respecting the beginning of things, she can 
neither contradict nor confirm what is taught 
by Scripture on that subject." * It is easy, then, 
for some to say that there are contradictions ; 
but while others, equally patient and learned in 
investigation, arrive at a different conclusion, 
and declare that there is no contradiction, but 
that scientific discoveries either confirm, or do 
not and cannot interfere with, Scripture asser- 
tions, we may at least say that the matter is 

• Lee, p. 418. 
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before the judge, and decline to admit the force 
of the objectioa 

^iico^iSS^."*' ^' ■"■* ^ further stated against the Inspiration 
of the Scriptures that they want historical 
accuracy. Their statements are contrary to 
those of profane history, and cannot therefore 
be of a divine character. 

^ wsto^T^cS" This is a charge which has been commonly 
^mereloTdB. made, iu an unfair and prejudiced spirit, against 
the Bible. So far, however, from its being true, 
the statements of the Bible in its historical 
parts have been most remarkably strengthened 
by the discovery of the records of those times 
and places to which it alludes. It refers to the 
most remote times, and touches upon the history 
of all the nations which were in any way con- 
nected with the Jews ; and its accuracy is being 
continually brought to light Listen to the voice 
of Nineveh, long silent beneath the city's ruins, 
but speaking now in testimony of the truth of 
Bible records of transactions between Israel and 
Assjrria. How striking, too, is the way in which 

Dan. V. 30. it has bccn proved that Daniel is correct in his 
account of Belshazzar's death when Darius took 
the kingdom of the Chaldeana Profane history 
gives Nabonnedus as the last of the Chaldean 
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kings, and tells us that when Cyrus took the 
city of Borsippus, he spared Nabonnedus and 
treated him kindly. Daniel's account was, of 
course, considered not trustworthy ; but in 1 854 
CoL Eawlinson discovered in Mesopotamia some 
cylinders, the records of which disclosed that 
the eldest son of Nabonnedus (the last king of 
Chaldea) was named Bel-shar-ezar, and that he 
was admitted to share the government by his 
father. So that now it can be seen how Bel- 
shazzar (or Bel-shar-ezar) as joint-king might 
be holding court at Babylon, and have perished 
in the attack which was made on that city, 
while Nabonnedus, his father, might have been 
spared as profane history says that he was.* With 
such instances as these before us, we may safely 
say that^ as regards historical accuracy, there is 
a strong presumption in favour of the Scriptures, 
and that such incorrectness as would affect their 
value has not been established. Nay, it is well 
known that examples of the most striking his- 
torical observation and accuracy can be given ; 
for instance, from the writings of St. Luke."(" 

* Lee, p. 388, who refers to the Athenaeum, March 18, 1854. 

t In remarking^ on the unfairness with which this charge of 
historical inaccuracy is prtssed against the Bible, Professor 
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Miracles. 5. ObjectoTs farther urge that the Inspiration 

of the Scriptures is out of the question, since 
they contain contradictions to probability, viz., 
miracles. 

This objection is, perhaps, not so common 
as it used to be : but it will be well to bestow 
some little consideration upon it. At the out- 
set we may ask. Where is the improbability in 
knprobSbie? a miraclc ? God has a purpose to be subserved 
by the settled order of things around us. Is it 
improbable that He should have other purposes, 
and those of a different kind ? If He has, is it 
improbable that the interruption for a time of 
the settled order of things should be the means 
of accomplishing those purposes? Then, is it 
improbable that He should thus interrupt, or 
unsettle, the ordinary aspect of things? If 

Lee says : " Should any statement of the Old or of the New- 
Testament seem to be at variance with that of an uninspired 
historian, it is taken for granted, without farther inquiry, that 
the sacred narrative is false. Every presumption in favour of 
the uninspired writer is brought prominently forward ; nor 
are his statements, as to matters of fact unnoticed by others, 
thought to require corroboration : while the assertions of a 
Prophet, or of an Evangelist, if similarly unsupported, is im- 
mediately subjected to an unscrupulous or prejudiced criticism. 
This is a species of unfairness to which the Bible, above all 
other books, affords an opportunity : — for it is remarkable with 
what uniformity the sacred writers abstain from directly touch- 
ing upon topics of common history, except in cases where 
their narrative absolutely requires it." — p. 399. 
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miracles do not aid in fraud, if they do not 
contradict clear laws of the divine perfection 
and goodness, where is the improbability of 
them ? It is quite beyond the ability of man 
to decide as to what is piobable or improbable 
within the range of God's all-seeing mind and 
aU-compassing intentions. Miracles are certainly 
possible with God. And, while we cannot go so 
far as to say that every possible thing with God 
is also probable, we can say. that nothing possible 
with Him is improbable : for we know so little 
of His ways that we cannot judge in the matter. 

Beside this, however, the objection is to be ^j^ti«a *°pS 
met by the question. Has the Bible external mtioiVThe 
evidence in its favour independent of miracles ? judged mde- 

pendently of 

Yes, it has. Then, its narration of miracles Piracies, 
must be received as part of its truth. The 
Bible is a whole. Its morality and its miracles 
go together. The high standing of the law 
given by Moses, and the puje far-reaching ethics 
of Jesus, are bound up in one bundle with the 
miracles which accompanied their publication. 
If you choose one you must take both : if you 
reject the miracles, you may as well refuse the 
claims of the morals. And so indeed it has too 
often been, as might be shown by referring to 
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the lives and writings of some of the leading 
objectors to miracles and the Scriptures which 
relate them.* 

^''StionJ!' 6- To notice another difficulty which offends 
many : Internal contradictions abound. The 
sacred writers are at variance with each other. 
Where then is their Inspiration ? 

^exiSV^*^^ It is being continually, almost daily, shown 
that many of these so called differences and 
contradictions do not.really exist. They vanish 
before examination, and before discoveries made 

^^natur^*^' iu the coursc of time. Or they are variations 
in representation, not contradictions in matter of 
fact. When persons of different feelings are 
describing the same event, wiU there not be 
differences of expression? But will this des- 
troy the truth of their statements ? Unhappily 



* Perhaps no miracle has been more attacked than that re- 
corded in Joshua z., by which the sun and moon stood still. 
Scientific objections have been made to the language, as well 
as objections more directly levelled against the miracle. As 
to the former, no candid mind can refuse to admit the assertion 
that popular language alone could be used in describing the 
effect produced ; and that to have spoken in scientific terms 
would only have been to darken the subject and perplex the 
minds of most readers. As to the miracle itself, we must 
receive it as part of the inspired record, according to the 
principle stated above. Explanations of the way in which it 
happened are no more required here than in the case of any 
other miracle. Who need — who can— explain the phenomenon ? 
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the opponents of Inspiration are too prone to 
magnify diflferences of representation into con- 
tradictions, and perpetuate an objection which 
candour would have sUenced long ago. These 
diversities, moreover, which are objected against 
often consist in statements of numbers and 
quantity. But how readily may an error have 
crept in when copies of the Scriptures were 
multiplied by the pen : more particularly when 
it is remembered that in the Hebrew there were 
no figwreSj such as we use, but that Utters of the 
alphabet expressed numbers. Many of these 
letters were very much alike, and the substi- 
tution of one for another might increase or 
diminish a number considerably. Now, differ- 
ences in numerical statements, in names, in 
dates, are very distinct things from difierences 
and contradictions on points of doctrine and 
moral practice. These latter are not found : 
the former are found in some instances, to be 
accounted for as stated above. And when wc 
consider the great antiquity of some of the 
writings of the Bible, and the numerous copies 
made of them, the wonder is that so few differ- 
ences are found in trifling details.* Nor must 

* As regards the differences of the Scriptures the following 

H 
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it be forgotten that the question of Ood's pre- 
serving PEKFECT accuracy in the books of the 
Bible in every respect, is quite distinct from the 
question of His having originally inspired those 
books, 
^if mS^dSw- ^gain : many differences which are brought 
enoes. foFwaid as making against the Inspiration of 

Scripture do in fact make for it, if rightly 
understood. This is the case with the differ- 
ences of detail and circumstances in the four 
The obiect of a Gospels. What may we gather from the fact 
p^ei. ° °^ that we have four Gospels ? May we not con- 
clude that there is a fourfold view presented to 
us of our Lord ? Assuredly the reason cannot 
only be that we may have a little more in one 
Gospel than in another. Therefore in employing 

extracts are interesting. '' Nothing has been discovered, not 
even a single reading, that could mrow doubt on any of the 
passages before considered as certain. All those who differ, 
almost without exception, leave untouched the essential idea 
of each phrase, and bear only on points of secondary im- 
portance ; such as the insertion or the omission of an article 
or a conjunction, the position of an adjective before or after 
its substantive, the greater or less exactness of a grammatical 
construction." — GatMsetiy p. 170. **In the Hebrew Manu- 
scripts that have been examined, some 800,000 various readings 
actually occur as to the Hebrew consonants. How many as 
to the vowels, points, and accents, no man knows. But at 
the same time it is equally true that all these taken together 
do not change or materially affect any important point of 
doctrine, precept, or even history." — Jf. Stuart^ quoted in 
Zeey p. 420, lM)te. 
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each Evangelist, the Holy Spirit would have a 
special purpoile ; viz., to present the same 
character to the readers in a particular Kght. 
Matthew has his mind occupied with Jesus as 
the Messiah, the descendant of David : Mark 
shows Him to us full of action and energy : 
Luke's Gospel dwells continually on Jesus as 
the Saviour in perfect human nature, full of 
mercy, sympathy, tenderness : John imfolds 
the deep mysteries of His words, and fills up 
with discourse what the others had sketched 
out in miracle, parable, and action. What 
wonder, then, if there is a diflference in some 
respects ? And yet how many meeting points ! 
How many proofs of one leading purpose, such 
as those writers could never have secretly con- 
cocted ! How many marks of a superintending 
intelligence, whose end was to bless the world 
with such a representation of its Eedeemer, as 
should meet every want and answer every re- 
quirement ! * 



* ** We do not commonly attend to the peculiar nairations, 
or the distinctiye arrangement of each Evangelist : we do not 
regard their characters, nor the circumstances of the helievers 
for whom they wrote : we see differences of order, and neglect 
to notice variation of purpose : we mark the divergencies of 
the lines of history, and yet do not trace them hack to their 
common centre. StiU the mere existence of a quadiiform 
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Luke xxii. 58. 



instancesofap- jt mav be useful to give one or two examples 

parent, but j o r- 

S-ad[ctioM °' of apparent contradictions, which are not really 
such. We find, according to one account of the 

Matt, xxvii. 44. crucifixiou, that both the thieves reviled our 
Lord ; according to another, that one of them 

^'JSIS."*' turned to Him in prayer. But the two accounts 
are easily reconciled. At first both did revile 
Jesus ; but subsequently one was softened and 
brought to repentance, and then cried for mercy 
to the dying Saviour. Again : On the occasion 
of Peter denying his Lord the second time, we 

Matt xxvi. 71. pga,d in St. Matthew's and St. Mark's accounts 

Mark xiv. 69. 

that it was a maid, in St. Luke's that it was a 

Gospel from the earliest ages in the Church, as the sole de- 
pository of Christian history, and the peouliar storehuube uf 
Christian example, should lead ub to suspect that each part 
performs some special work ; — ^that the fumess of the suhject, 
the peculiar wants of primitive Christianity, and the different 
phases of the human mind in every age, required more than 
one historian of the new creation of the world. At least this 
multiformity of narrations, ushered in with a nohle array of 
outward proofs and recognised by every Church of Grod, im< 
poses on us the duty of a patient inquiry, if haply we may 
find * the agreement of their variation,' and so lay open new 
materials for thoughtfulness and gratitude, while we enlarge 
our sense of the fulness and mystery of Holy Scripture." — 
Westcott, p. 26. 

** We muBt ever remember that our four Evangelists re- 
garded the facts of the Saviour's history each under a different 
aspect. The essential point of difference between St. John 
and the others lies in his having in view the opponents of the 
Gospel within the Church ; while the Synoptical Writers 
mainly addressed themselves to the wants of those who stood 
without its pale, whether Jews or Gentiles." — Lee^ p. 393. 
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man, who put the question to him. St. John, 
who was an eyewitness, clears the difi&culty by 
saying that several persons questioned him at John xviii. 2.'). 
the same time, thus establishing the truth of 
each of the other statements. Again : The 
words of the superscription on the cross vary 
in each Gospel ; but every one of the Evange- 
lists gives the expression, "The King of the ^^^J^^»^^-^' 
Jews." This was the important part of the }^^^if^\t' 
sentence, showing who the suffererer really was : 
this, therefore, the Holy Spirit has preserved. 
These instances may serve to show that variei- 
tions are not contradictions ; that truth can be 
looked at from different points of view, and 
that, when so looked at, it will necessarily 
present different features. Indeed when it Are contradic- 

•■^ tioQS likely ? 

is remembered how well the writers of the 
Gospel must have been acquainted with the 
matters which they recorded, and how readily 
the captious Jews would have laid hold upon 
any contradictions, is it likely — waving for a 
moment the Holy Spirit's influence — ^that they 
would have contradicted each other? 

7. It has been farther objected against the "Some passages 

disclaim In- 

plenary Inspiration of the Scriptures that pas- spiration." 
sages are found in which that very Inspiration 
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is disclaimed : and, particularly, some expres- 
1 Cor. Tii. sions in the seventh chapter of the first epistle 
to the Corinthians are brought forward, as prov- 
ing that St. Paul did not consider himself to be 
under the direction of the Spirit when he used 
them " To the rest," he says, " speak I, not the 
Verse V2. Lord : " and again, " I have no commandment of 
Verse 25. the Lord ; yet I give my judgment" 
^ context ^^ -Aja examination of the context throughout the 
chapter will be sufficient to show that there is 
no good foundation for this objection. The 
Apostle is giving instruction to the Cprinthistns 
on two points, more especially : the duty of 
married persons towards each other, and the 
best rule to be observed in particular cases con- 
cerning unmarried women. WhUe treating the 
first point, he declares that the wife is not to 
depart from her husband, and adds that not 
only is this his sentence as an Apostle, but that 
there is an express commandmeTU of the Lord 
Jesus bearing on the matter. * " Unto the 
Verne 10. married I command, yet not I, but the Lord" 
Then, farther in connection with this same point, 
the Apostle looks at another view of the subject. 

* In Mark x. we find the positive declaration of the Lord, 
confirming the original appointment of God. 
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Dealing with the case in which one of a married 
couple might be a beUever while the other con- 
tinued in unbelief, he charged them not to sepa- 
rate on that account : and speaks not in the words 
of any eocpress com/mandment vMered hy the Lord^ 
but in his own apostolic words. "To the rest 
speak I, not the Lord." We shall see soon what i cor. vii. 12. 
weight his apostolic words have. So, as regards 
the other case, that of the marriage of virgins. 
"I have no commandment," he says, "of the 
Lord;" there is no expressed decision of Jesus verse 25. 
on the subject to which I can refer, as I can to 
that on the subject of separation : " but I give 
my judgment" for your safe guidance in the 
matter. 

Now, does any one ask. What is the value of 
the Apostle's decision and judgment ? Bead 
the last words of the chapter : " I think also 
that I have the Spirit of Gk)d.*' This is butveme^. 
another way of putting what he nays in another 
place ; " If any man think himseK to be a 
prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that 
the things that I write unto you are the com- 
mandments of the Lord." Clearly, then, so far xiv. 37. 
&om disclaiming Inspiration, St. Paul asserts 
his Inspiration most distinctly. The fact is that 
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there is no contrast intended, in the passages 
referred to, between Inspiration and non-Inspi- 
ration ; but between the expressed command of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and the subsequent in- 
spired judgment of His Apostle. The chapter 
but affords an illustration of the words of our 
Lord : " I have yet many things to say unto 
you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit 
when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will 

johnxvi.12,13. guidc you iuto all truth." 

Trivial matters 8. One more difficulty may be named before 
closing this notice of objections. There are 
certain, so-called, trivialities found in the Scrip- 
ture ; matters of very ordinary importance : how 
was Inspiration necessary in connection with 
them? — for example, St Paul's sending greet- 
ings to his friends ; his recommending Timothy 
to drink wine ; his telling Timothy to bring his 
cloak. 

No expressions If thcsc dir^ptions of the Apostle stood alone, 

to be taken 

**irts^ofT ^ ^^® question as to their Inspiration might not 
whole. Y)e without its force. But the Bible must be 
treated as a whole. Who is to sever one part 
from another ? Who is to be the judge where 
Inspiration stops, and ordinary mental exercise 
begins ? What seems to me to require Inspi- 
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ration may not so seem to you : what you look 
upon as calling for divine assistance may not be 
so reffarded by another. In the world around Analogy in 

o •' creation. 

US creatures the most insignificant in our eyes 
perform a part, and by performing it, glorify God. 
The smallest or the most repulsive insect is as 
much God's work as the most comely and the 
most intellectual of men. Why should there 
not be a correspondence between the Word of 
God and His material creation? What if a 
greeting brings out some exquisite points of 
Christian character and standing ; as is so con- 
spicuously the case in the sixteenth chapter of 
St. Paul's Epistle to the Eomans ? What if the 
Apostle's advice to Timothy about wine shows 
that health is a gift of Gk)d to be cared for on 
His account ? What if Paul's need of his cloak 
helps to illustrate the " painfulness " and " cold 
and nakedness " which for the name of Jesus, 2 cor. xi. 27. 
and for the elect's sake, he was ready to under- 2 TkQ.ii. 10. 
go ? Surely such illustrations are not beneath 
the dignity and wisdom of the Holy Spirit. He 
does, indeed, teach us directly ; but it is part of 
His plan to teach us indirectly also. 

The difficulties and objections which have 
been enumerated may be taken as comprehend- 
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ing all which appear to have any weight. It 
has been seen how they can be met and ex- 
plained : and it must be evident how insufficient 
they are to shake the mass of proof in favour of 
Inspiration when the mind candidly swrveys the 
reqnSed;but2^?AoZe questioTi, Unfortunatcly this candour is 

too often 

wanting. too oftcn lacking. Some will give up any part 
of the Bible at the fibrat appearance of difficulty. 
Others profess that they "cannot bring them- 
selves to believe " such and such things. Others 
again even refuse to receive the testimony of 
literary discovery in favour of Scripture. Others 
seem to pride themselves in ignorance of that 
truth so weU expressed by Lord Bacon ; "A little 
philosophy inclineth man's mind to atheism : 
but depth in philosophy bringeth men's minds 
about to religion." Such persons are unsatisfied, 
not because there are no sufficient grounds for 
their satisfaction, but because they themselves 
are not ready to be satisfied. Doubts are easy 
things, easily raised, plausibly maintained. Gk)d 
has mercifully forewarned us against them, when 
He bids us receive with meekness the engrafted 

James i. 21. Word. 

DifficnitieBmay But what thcu : Ato there no difficulties 1 

be nsefnl. 

Yes : enough to keep us humble, enough to try 
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our faith, enough to carry out the resemblance 
between the Bible and the other works of God. 
But when we recollect what light has been 
thrown on many difficulties by study, obser- 
vation, and discovery; and that our ignorance of 
some perhaps very small circumstance well- 
known to the writers of the Scriptures, may be 
the cause of this or that difficulty, it is more 
candid, more reasonable, more truly wise, to 
wait, and to yield to the preponderance of proof 
in favour of the Inspiration of the Bible. 



CHAPTEfi VII. 

f rajrfiral ^t^ulte of tlft Subprt. 

The preceding chapters will have served to put 
the question of the Inspiration of the Scriptures 
in such a light before the reader's mind, as will 
enable him, it is hoped, to form a sufi&ciently 
correct opinion on the subject. The nature and 
limits of this treatise prevent a deeper and 
more extensive enquiry : but one end has ever 
been kept in view, to omit nothing which might 
contribute to making this a book for popular 
reading, and a useful introduction to a more 
particular investigation of the subject, on the 
part of those who may be able and inclined to 
go farther. The concluding pages may very 
fitly be occupied with recapitulating briefly 
what has been advanced, and with pointing out 
some important practical bearings which such 
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a study as that before us should exercise upon 
the student's mind and heart. 

Our investigation opened with the enquiry, Recapitulation. 
Have we any record to which we may apply 
the words of the Lord Jesus, "Thy Word is 
truth?" The Bible appeared as a claimant — 
the claimant — for this distinction ; and the im- 
portant necessity was shown of searching into 
the grounds on which so many believe the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to 
be the Word of Grod. By way of preparing for 
the clearer treatment of the subject, it was 
pointed out that a revelation of the divine will 
is not an impossible thing, that God can give, 
and man receive, such information as would 
lead to a due knowledge of sacred truth : that 
a revelation is probable, as it was likely that 
God would impart the knowledge of Himself in 
order to make His intelligent creatures happy, 
to secure their love, and to remove erroneous 
ideas concerning the Deity. We then saw that 
a revelation, if granted, must be by means of 
Inspiration ; this Inspiration being defined as a 
special work of the Holy Spirit, distinct from 
His general illumination of beKevers : and the 
reasons why such a distinction must be admitted 
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were given. The more immediate subject of the 
volume then came before us, viz., that the In- 
spiration necessary for a revelation is claimed 
on good grounds by the Bible. At this point 
arose the consideration of the term, "The In- 
spiration of the Scriptures," with a notice of the 
different theories concerning it. We found that 
the divine and human elements, which enter 
into the composition of the Scriptures, had given 
rise to various opinions, according as each was 
made predominant : that the term " verbal In- 
spiration " is sometimes improperly applied : 
while the words of Scripture are to be regarded 
as inspired words. The investigation of the 
subject was now brought to this point, that 
we may with perfect confidence regard the 
Bible in every particular as the Word of God. 
Several proofs of this were then adduced : viz., 
the Antiquity and Preservation of the Bible ; 
the Unity of Sentiment which pervades it ; 
the innate force of the Scriptures in whatever 
language expressed ; their suitability to aU dis- 
positions of men ; the fact that the authors of 
the Bible were men of a small and peculiar 
race ; the fulfilment of prophecy ; several pecu- 
liarities observable in the language of the 
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Scriptures. These were gone into in detail ; 
and to them was added the claim which the 
Scriptures make to Inspiration ; but this was 
aUuded to more for the sake of noticing one 
particular passage of the New Testament, viz., 
2 Tim. iiL 16. Other heads of proof were then 
briefly stated, e.g., the grandeur of the truth 
contained in the Bible, its converting power, its 
civilising and exalting efifects, and the imme- 
morial doctrine of the Church on this subject : 
and having mentioned all these evidences, the 
necessity of taking them together was urged. 
A most important part of the subject next 
claimed attention, in continuing the proof of 
Inspiration, — ^the connection between the Old 
and New Testaments. This was illustrated by 
the way in which the writers of the New Testa- 
ment and also the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, 
treated the Old Testament Scriptures. Many 
instances were given from the pages of the New 
Testament (which was assumed to be a genuine 
and authentic book,) of the reverence in which 
the Lord and His Apostles and Evangelists held 
the Old Testament, and of their deep regard for 
it as the inspired Word of God. Thus it appeared 
to be our duty, as Christians, to set a similar 
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value on it : indeed, to refuse to do so was 
shown to be tantamount to denying the truth of 
the Apostles and even of our Lord Himself 
From the Inspiration of the Old Testament, 
thus established, that of the New was seen 
readily to result, the latter being the completion 
of the former, and therefore equally from Grod : 
while, in addition to this proof, another was 
found capable of being deduced from the 
authenticity and genidneness of the New Tes- 
tament. Having brought forward such a mass 
of evidence to establish the proposition under 
review, it became necessary to notice, and reply 
to, the difficulties and objections which the sub- 
ject has provoked Before stating several such 
in detail, some preliminary remarks were made 
by way of caution, for instance, that objections 
should be strictly weighed, — that they often 
spring from preconceived notions, — that the Bible 
is to be judged of by its evidence and not by 
its difficulties, — that the objections have been 
frequently made and met, — that they spring 
from undue reasoning, — ^that difficulties may be 
expected. The following were then stated, and 
answered, as objections ; that Inspiration was 
not needed for writing the historical parts of 
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the Bible, — ^that inaccuracies and immoraKties 
are found in those said to have been inspired, — 
that the Bible is at variance with science, — that 
it is historically inaccurate, — ^that miracles can- 
not be received, — that internal contradictions 
are found in Scripture, — *and that trivial matters 
are mentioned which could not require Inspi- 
ration. The duty of candour was urged when 
considering the question before us, and the need 
of comparing the plentiful proof for, with the 
insufficient objections against, the Inspiration 
of the Scriptures : since it appeared that the 
difficulties which exist are not without their use, 
that they may be, as others have been, removed 
in course of time, and that our ignorance of 
many circumstances is the too probable cause 
of their existence. 

The result, then, of the whole enquiry which ^^^ite ^ ^^t 
has been prosecuted surely is that the Scrip- '^^^^' 
tures are inspired, that they are the Word of 
God, that in reference to them we may say, 
"Thy Word is truth." Our investigation has 
been conducted in a spirit of candour ; and 
candour calls for the conclusion at which we 
arrive. In the Scriptures we are possessed of a 
Divine Eevelation. We are not left to the ** in»- 
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iba Bjble, — ^that inaccnracies ajid immoTalitui 
aie fi3«uiid in those said to have been inspirEd, — 
tiut tite Bible is at vamnce with science, — diat 
it is historically inaccara.te, — that mindea mt- 
not be received, — that internal contradlctaoni 
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are mentioned which mold out reqiuK liHfn- 
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tenial light " of man, a light whose flashes are 
in all directions setting men on contrary paths, 
a light which never yet has guided any to know 
the Lord God as He must be known for salva- 
tion, peace, and purity of heart : but since man 
is evidently a dependent being in those things 
which most contribute to his happiness, God 
has given him that on which he may and must 
depend for the attainment of the highest happi- 
ness of which he is capable. 
Practical con- It rcmaius now only to notice briefly some 

clusiona. "^ ^ 

few of the practical issues which spring from 
such a study as these pages are intended to 
assist. 
What is the Quc rcsult is that we should earnestly enquire 

reader s opin- •' ^ 

in^h^tioJ^^ ^^^ ^^^ opinion of the Inspiration and authority 
o^lhe^scrip^ of the Scriptures. How important is it that we 
tures should from our inmost hearts really look upon 

the Scriptures as the Word of the living God ; 
and that we should be prepared to assert their 
Inspiration, to rejoice in their truth, to acknow- 
ledge their paramoimt authority. If we are 
really servants of God we must do so ; for here 
is the Master's Word. If we hope to stand firm 
in days of error and false doctrine we must do 
so ; for the Bible is the only standard of ortho- 
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doxy, and true men will speak according "to 
the law and the testimony." There is no proper isa. viii. 20. 
room here for the exercise of a vain display of 
reason. Men must not overlook this part of the 
Bible, and reject that, and explain away another, 
because of difficulties, or inconsistency with par- 
ticular systems, or opposition to preconceived 
opinions. Enough is before us to show whose 
word we have in the Scriptures : enough, there- 
fore, to teach us to receive them, to try our 
systems by the whole fair proportions of Scrip- 
ture truth, and to mould our opinions to the 
Bible, not the Bible to our opinions. Once 
admit the Inspiration of this volume, and its 
authority is supreme. No appeal lies from it. 
In the presence of such a standard there can be 
no turning to oral tradition, or to that teaching 
which exalts reason as the word of God within 
man, and so of greater value than external reve- 
lation. These two, tradition and the supremacy 
of reason, lead at once to the extremes of super- 
stition and lawlessness ; and the extremes meet 
in one point, the neglect of God's truth. There 
is an urgent call for clear and decided views on 
this great subject. Every religious opinion must 
be tested thus, " How readest thou ? " — and the Luke x. 26. 
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fact that God speaks in the Scriptures should be 
welcomed as a foundation on which we may be 

1 Peter V. 10. " stablishcd, strengthened, and settled" in all 
matters of Christian faith and duty. 

^eSUt of* Closely connected with the preceding enquiry 

tru"ron «ie ariscs anothci as to the effect produced by Scrip- 
ture truth upon the heart, conscience, and life. 
Great indeed is the difference between impres- 
sions on the mind and understanding, and those 
on the heart and conscience. Now that we have 
seen so many reasons for receiving the Bible as 
inspired, we may the more readily turn to its 
pages and mark tjie effects which, as the Word 
of God, it is capable of bringing about To it, 
under the operation of the Holy Ghost, are due 

psaira xix. 7, 8. Conversion^ that mighty, that thorough change 
whereby a man becomes a new creature in 
Christ Jesus ; Wisdom from above which en- 
ables one to judge aright of sin, of self, of God, 
of time, of eternity; Joy, springing from for- 
giveness and a hope of glory ; Light, which 
diffuses the knowledge of the glory of God in 

John xvu. 17. the person of Jesus Christ ; Holiness, with aU 
its new desires and new satisfaction. How truly 
privileged the individual who has been made 
partaker of these spiritual benefits. Many evi- 
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dences of the divine character of the Bible have 
been adduced ; but none of them can be so 
truly convincing as that of experience. " He i joim v. lo. 
that believeth hath the witness in himself." Deut.iv.a5. 
Those can speak feelingly of the inspired truth 
of God's Word, who have felt its power and 
rejoice in its light : and while multitudes are 
ignorant, and will continue ignorant, of the eaj- 
temal evidences in favour of the Bible, this 
most precious and most powerful irUemal evi- 
dence binds it to their hearts, and teaches them 
to cry to God, " Thy testimonies are wonderful, 
therefore doth my soul keep them." If, then, Psm. cxix 129. 
on the one hand, it is necessary to give a 
caution against wavering and uncertainty, it is 
no less so, on the other, to warn against mere 
intellectuality of reKgious beKef. The assent of 
the mind is not enough. The Lord demands 
that His record should be accepted by the 
heart ; otherwise His declaration stands in all 
its force, "He that beKeveth not God hath 
made him a liar ; because he believeth nftt the 
record which God gave of His Son." 1 john v. 10. 

And what if our hearts have been led to em- if embraced 

with the 

brace the Scriptures as a gift from heaven; ^^^> 
what if, to use the language of Locke, we "read 
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